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HANOI, Vietnam: Bishops of 
Vietnam have asked Catho-
lics to live out the Christian 

faith to fight against the fast-spread-
ing coronavirus by treating infected 
patients fairly and not seeking prof-
its on health supplies.

On Feb 8, Bishop Paul Nguyen Thai Hop of 
Ha Tinh said the world is severely affected by 
the coronavirus epidemic, so “local Catholics 
should make a great show of Christian love 
during this difficult time.”

Bishop Hop urged them not to make profits 
from a lack of medical supplies, especially face 
masks which now fetch much higher prices.

The Directorate of Market Surveillance said 
the severe shortage of masks had been caused 
by unchecked speculation and hoarding of 
masks to raise prices. Many pharmacies and 
stores in Ho Chi Minh City reportedly an-
nounced they were out of masks, but 150,000 
masks were found on Feb 7 at Tan Son Nhat 
International Airport to be exported abroad.

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang of Ho Chi 
Minh City called on Catholics not to be greedy 
and self-interested in making money on the 
sufferings of other people.

“We should pray for the human community 

to love and help one another generously in 
this difficult time,” Archbishop Nang said in a 
message on Feb 5.

He also asked them to pray for leaders of na-
tions to be wise in finding practical solutions 
for the virus epidemic and to serve people in 
truth and love.

Bishop Hop called on Catholics not to dis-

criminate against but love and respect virus-in-
fected patients, suspected ones and those who 
are from affected areas.

A female receptionist who was infected with 
coronavirus by two Chinese tourists at her ho-
tel in January in the coastal city of Nha Trang 
said local people had kept away from her and 
her family even though she was free of the 

virus and returned home from the hospital on 
Feb 4.

She said people were afraid to contact them 
and said no words to them. Her parents had to 
stop their daily work because of public dis-
crimination.

Vietnam has reported 14 virus-infected pa-
tients, including two Chinese visitors and one 
Vietnamese-American. Five Vietnamese and 
one Chinese patient have been cured of the 
deadly pathogen.

Vinh Phuc in northern Vietnam has nine pa-
tients, including five female workers who re-
turned from Wuhan, the epicentre of the coro-
navirus, on Jan. 17.

Bishop Hop asked Catholics to take preven-
tive measures proposed by the Church and 
government agencies in a careful and calm 
manner. Those who have a fever and cough 
should not attend services but can receive the 
Eucharist at their homes.

Archbishop Nang said Catholics started a 
novena — nine consecutive days of special 
prayers for the epidemic and patients — on 
Feb 9. They attend Masses, recite the rosary 
and Divine Mercy, change their lifestyles, fast, 
do penance and perform charity. — ucanews.
com
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Catholics urged to 
show Christian love 
over the Coronavirus

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, 
though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 
But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and 
hidden, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.

1 Cor. 2:6-8

People wearing protective masks pray during Mass at the National Shrine of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help in Manila, Philippines, Feb 5, 2020. (CNS photo/Eloisa Lopez, Reuters)

Logo and motto of Pope Francis’ visit to Malta. 
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INSIDE

VATICAN: Pope Francis will celebrate 
Pentecost in Malta, the Mediterranean is-
land-nation where St Paul was shipwrecked 
and where thousands of migrants and refu-
gees continue to seek welcome and shelter.

The Vatican announced Feb 10 that the 
Pope would visit the islands of Malta and 
Gozo May 31, Pentecost. It is the first papal 
trip confirmed for 2020.

A schedule for the trip was not released 
immediately, but the Vatican said the theme 
of the visit would be taken from the Acts 
of the Apostles’ description of how the 
Maltese people treated St Paul and the 275 

others aboard the storm-tossed boat: “They 
showed us unusual kindness.”

The official logo for the trip shows hands 
reaching up to the cross, “a sign of a Chris-
tian’s welcome of his neighbour and assis-
tance of those in difficulty, abandoned to 
their destiny,” a Vatican press release said.

Archbishop Charles Scicluna of Malta 
said in a video announcement of the trip 
that since the quote from the Acts of the 
Apostles was used in January for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, Pope Fran-
cis had offered several meditations on the 
verse.

The verse, the archbishop said, is “a re-
minder that we need to welcome each other, 
to forgive each other and to welcome mi-
grants who knock on the shores of our island 
seeking a safe haven and human dignity.”

As Italy and Greece, since 2015, Malta 
has been a significant destination for mi-
grants and refugees fleeing violence in the 
Middle East or extreme poverty in Africa. 
And like its European neighbours, Malta’s 
politicians and the local population have 
been sharply divided over the number of 
newcomers the country can and should wel-
come. — CNS

Pope to celebrate Pentecost in Malta



Some years ago — I can’t remember 
exactly when — a relative gave me 
a book called Pandemic. I flipped 

through the pages and found it grim, de-
pressing reading, as it predicted the likeli-
hood of a global epidemic. I put it away – 
though now I wish I had read it back then. 
There were enough problems in the world; 
this one could wait, I thought.

But no longer. Now we are faced with 
another alarming epidemic, coronavirus, 
which is growing by the day. (The virus 
is called corona because it resembles a 
crown under the microscope; corona is the 
Latin for crown.)

This one seems more serious than Sars. 
With Sars, we could look out for those 
having a fever, but with the coronavirus 
there is a 14-day incubation period, when 
the patient shows no symptoms.

Meanwhile, all sorts of conspiracy the-
ories have been flying around about the 
source of the virus.

Whatever the precise source and origin, 
what matters now is our state of prepared-
ness in tackling the virus, given that many 
have already died in China and now a 
couple outside mainland China. So far, 18 
people in Malaysia have been infected at 
the time of writing.

What this epidemic shows us is the im-
portance of community solidarity in eve-
rything we do.

St Francis of Assisi realised eight cen-
turies ago, the entire Creation is intercon-
nected in all its beauty. But with corporate-
led globalisation there is a dark underbelly 

to this interconnectedness.
As we become increasingly intercon-

nected in a small “global village”, diseases 
can spread much quicker, jumping from 
say, bats to other species and to human be-
ings, undetected to the human eye.

Meanwhile, large corporations have de-
stroyed and degraded the ecology, cleared 
and burned forests, in the process driving 
out the creatures that live in them.

In recent months, I have seen videos of 
elephants, tigers and even crocodiles ven-
turing into areas where human beings live. 
What more the smaller creatures that are 
displaced. Where do they go?

It is critically important to carry out 
economic activities sustainably, especially 
mass livestock farming. It is also about 
time, given the climate crisis, to encour-
age more people to move to a plant-based 
diet. This has so many benefits: reducing 
pressure on land use, curbing emissions 
and promoting our own health.

We also must reflect on the neoliberal 
trend, which has promoted privatisation, 
even of essential services like healthcare. 
In many parts of the world, public health-
care budgets have been trimmed.

In Malaysia, healthcare spending is just 
over four per cent of GDP (about half of 
it from public healthcare) — whereas we 
should be touching six per cent to vastly 
improve the service. So we are still short 
of public funding — and we need to re-
view the spending on all the private sup-
port services at the public hospitals – to 
build a more robust public healthcare sys-
tem.

China’s ability to build hospitals in little 
more than a week has won widespread ad-
miration. It shows the critical importance 
of a strong public healthcare system and 
the ability to marshal resources to cope 
with sudden emergencies at short notice.

Global Health Security found that “na-
tional health security is fundamentally 
weak around the world. No country is ful-
ly prepared for epidemics or pandemics, 
and every country has important gaps to 
address.” The average overall GHS Index 
score is 40.2 out of 100.

Even in countries supposedly most pre-
pared to handle such epidemics such as 
the US (score 83.5) and the UK (77.9), 
funding cuts have undermined their public 
healthcare systems.

Two years ago, the Trump administra-
tion cut funding for disease security pro-
grammes. It slashed $15bn in national 
health spending and cut the global disease-
fighting operational budgets of a string of 
government agencies, according to Pu-
litzer Prize-winning science writer Laurie 
Garrett (foreignpolicy.com). The UK Na-
tional Health Service too has experienced 
funding cuts in recent years.

Despite its low public healthcare budget, 
Malaysia’s public health service is punch-
ing above its weight with a score of 62.2, 
the second highest in Asean, behind Thai-
land (73.2) ahead of Singapore (58.7). 
This is a credit to the doctors, nurses and 
other personnel in the public healthcare 
sector who have coped remarkably despite 
the low budget.

The coronavirus shows us why we must 
invest more in our public healthcare sys-
tem, including disease prevention, in the 
spirit of community solidarity — and not 
neglecting or undermining the system by 
say, focusing on medical tourism.

The world has shrunk into a global vil-
lage. What we need now is more commu-
nity solidarity and responsibility in deal-
ing with the crisis, not selfish behaviour or 
panic hoarding.

It is time also to reflect on the impor-
tance of living more sustainably, given the 
other existential crisis of our time, climate 
change. We need to renew creation, to 
build a new more sustainable world. And 
what better person to draw inspiration 
from than the man from Assisi, Francis.

Community solidarity in 
the face of  coronavirus

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Today’s readings speak about the inte-
rior life of the committed follower of 
Jesus Christ. They make it clear that 

God sees within our hearts. As His people, 
we have to do far more than attend Mass 
on Sundays, receive the sacraments and say 
daily prayers. As Christians, we have to be 
certain that our exterior actions reflect our 
interior attitudes.

The first reading from the Book of Sirach 
tells us that we are engulfed with the mercy 
and love of God. He is all around us, and in 
us. He knows what is going on within us. He 
gives us a choice: choose Him or reject Him. 
If we reject Him, we die. If we choose Him, 
we live.

We are reminded that we are not slaves. 
We are heirs to the Kingdom. We are sons 
and daughters of God. Every person has dig-
nity.  Every one of us is chosen by God. We 
cannot sacrifice the freedom we have in Je-
sus Christ to the evil of the world. We cannot 
allow ourselves to be enslaved by sin. Jesus 
came to free us from sin.    

But how can we avoid sin? Well, the ob-
vious answer is to avoid occasions of sin, 
be those occasions people who would lead 
us into sin, or places that we, people of the 
Light, do not belong to — including the dark 
alleys of the internet.  

Today’s readings tell us to go deeper than 
just avoiding occasions of sin. They tell us 
that God sees what is going on within us. We 

have to do all we can to be sure that we treas-
ure His presence within us.

If there is evil in our minds, then evil ac-
tions will follow. Let me be clear, I am 
not speaking about those things that flash 
through our minds, the things that we get rid 
of with a quick prayer, “Jesus, have mercy 
on me a sinner”. Those quick nasty flashes 
are part of being a human. They are not the 
problem.

The real problem comes when we enter-
tain evil thoughts. People, sadly, do this. Peo-
ple spend time plotting out how they can do 
this or that to, or with, another person. Men 
and women, guys and girls in high school 
and college, talk about people as sex objects. 
They consider how they can take advantage 
of another person, using them for their own 
desires, be they sexual desires, or how they 
can take advantage of others to get better 
grades, or to exploit in any way. People en-
tertain bad thoughts when they plot out what 
they want to happen during or after a party. 
People entertain bad thoughts when they 
consider how they can get back at someone. 
When people are malicious, their evil flows 
from within them.

We cannot tolerate hypocrites. We are dis-
gusted with hypocrites. And we are disgusted 
with ourselves when we are hypocrites. We 
cannot stand ourselves when we create an 
external personage that is very different than 
the person we really are. We are repulsed by 

our thoughts when we give ourselves over to 
plotting sin.

Jesus speaks about this in today’s Gospel. 
He tells us to clean up our act on the inside 
so that our external actions are not hypocriti-
cal but a true reflection of who we are. It is 
not enough to avoid hurting another person, 
we cannot hate anybody. Evil actions come 
from hate. Recently, some in our society 
have given credence to hate. We need to fight 
against this. We Christians are people of Je-
sus Christ, Love Become Flesh. Those who 
foster hate are anti-Christs.

How does this happen? How does evil gain 
such power? Evil gains power when people 
refuse to fight off hatred in their own lives.

This is what Jesus means when he says 
that unless our holiness surpasses that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, we will not enter 
the Kingdom of God. We need to fight off 
any tendency we have to evil, be that hatred, 
or lust, or avarice, or jealousy. We can’t be 
pretending we’re pure when we are con-
sidering using others for sex. We cannot be 
making believe we love another person if we 
just want to have sex with him or her.  We 
cannot say that we are doing our best to live 
as Christians, when we are planning to get 
drunk next Friday. We cannot say that we 
are followers of Jesus Christ if we foster any 

kind of hatred within us.
We cannot be two-faced. We have to say 

what we mean. My mentor and our dearly 
departed pastor, Fr John LaTondress, used 
to say, “My life is an open book. I have no 
secrets. What you see is what you get.” We 
all need to say that. This is what Jesus means 
when he says, “let your yes mean yes and 
your no mean no.” We shouldn’t need to take 
oaths to prove our righteousness. We just 
need to be honest with ourselves as well as 
with others.

God peers into the depths of our souls. 
He knows where evil lurks. He also knows 
how hard we are trying to destroy evil within 
us. Every day we pray for His help that we 
might fight against evil. That is what we 
mean when, at the end of the Lord’s Prayer, 
we say, “Deliver us from evil.” For the worst 
evil in the world is also the one evil that we 
can defeat.  The worst evil in the world is the 
evil within us.

Deliver us, Lord, from evil. — By Msgr 
Joseph A Pellegrino

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Sirach 15:16-21;

1 Corinthians 2:6-10;
Gospel: Matthews 5:17-37

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time: 
Clean the inside of the cup first
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18-19 Clergy Monthly Recollection
20 Archdiocesan Finance Meeting
20 MCCBCHST Exco Meeting
22 Graduation for Theology   
 Programme
22 CMPC Mass and Rite of   
 Commissioning – SFX Church

ARCHBISHOP JULIAN LEOW 
KUALA LUMPUR ARCHDIOCESE

BISHOP BERNARD PAUL
MALACCA JOHORE DIOCESE

15-16 Weekend With Rabboni 1 –  
 Oasis, Kluang
19-20 Clergy Monthly Recollection – 
 MAJODI
19 Anniversary of the Dedication  
 of the Cathedral of the Sacred  
 Heart of Jesus, Johor Bahru –  
 Sacred Heart Cathedral   
 Johor Bahru

BISHOP SEBASTIAN FRANCIS
PENANG DIOCESE

17 Bishop Richard Ng’s 25th   
 Sacerdotal Anniversary – Miri
18-19 Clergy Monthly Recollection –  
 St Anne’s, BM
23 60th Anniversary of the Chapel of  
 St Paul the Hermit – Papan, Perak

Celebrating the Feast of St Anthony
HUTAN PERCHA, Melaka: Parishioners, 
including those from the outstations, con-
verged on January 12 for the feastday cel-
ebration of the Chapel of St Anthony, the 
Abbot. The feast triduum was celebrated 
from Jan 10 to 12 by Fr Patrick Tyoh, the 
Chapel’s Administrator.

A statue of St Anthony was beautifully 
decorated and placed at the left side of the 
entrance of the chapel. St Anthony was a 
Christian monk from Egypt, revered since 
his death as a saint. Among the Desert 
Fathers and to all later Christian monasti-
cism, he is also known as the Father of All 
Monks.

The 4.00pm Mass on Jan 12 was presid-

ed by Fr Tyoh and con-celebrated with Fr 
Martin Then CDD and Fr John Chia CDD.

Fr Tyoh’s homily touched on the theme 
God Is Alive. He said that Christ is alive, 
Jesus is alive, because Jesus lives. Evil does 
not have the last word. Because Jesus lives, 
goodness will have the upper hand in our 
lives.

“Jesus is eternally alive. If we hold fast 
to Him, we will have life, and be protected 
from the threats of death and violence that 
may assail us in life.” Fr Tyoh said we en-
counter God through the sacraments and 
prayer. He said we must not give excuses to 
not pray. We can pray simple but powerful 
prayers like the Our Father.

Fr Tyoh also shared several notable 
quotes of St Anthony, Abbot to the congre-
gation, such as on humility. “If we humble 
ourselves, we feel we are not in darkness, 
but in the light. God is always with us 
whenever we feel our life meaningless or 
in distress. For God never abandons us,” 
added Fr Tyoh. He also said St Anthony 
humbled himself and surrendered to the 
will of God.

After Mass, a cake was brought forward 
to be cut by the priests present. 

Fr Tyoh also commended those who 
helped with the feastday celebrations and 
welcomed those coming from far and near 
to the feast.  — By Bernard Anthony

Malaysian 
Bishops’ Diaries 
February 2020

BIDOR: An Outreach Programme was 
held for some 85 Orang Asli in their settle-
ment in  Kg Chang, some 5km from Bidor 
town, Feb 1.

The programme was held in the mod-
est Chapel Ibunda Maria in the settlement. 
Orang Asli Catholic lay leader Kak Jun 
and Jabamalai from Chapel of St Joseph, 
together with a group of Catholics from 
Kuala Lumpur, went around wishing one 
another the “Peace of Christ.” 

A 30 minute Prayer Session and Reflec-
tion in Bahasa Malaysia was then held. 
This was to encourage the Orang Asli to 
take their prayers seriously, and to pray 
daily. The reflection touched on the impor-
tance of prayer — in order to have an in-
crease in faith, one must pray daily. They 
were reminded to cultivate their faith life. 

The visitors were also inspired to share 
their faith and share Jesus Christ, the Sav-
iour of the world with their relatives and 
friends in the settlement. 

Ten Singa Yehuda - Kisah Yesus Kris-

tus Menurut Injil Markus books were also 
distributed to ten families, for them to read 
and share with their children in under-
standing more about Jesus Christ.

Several games and a colouring activity 
were held for the 68 children who enjoyed 
themselves. The adults were also not for-
gotten, with many joining in and winning 
some small prizes.

Lunch were served to all present, while 
the KL Group sang Song of a Young 
Prophet. This was followed by a Lucky 
Draw. 

After the Closing Prayer, each child was 
given a school bag, bath towel, chocolates, 
biscuits and stationery set. The adults were 
given provisions and bath towels. — By 
Bernard Anthony

Sharing Jesus with others

The Orang Asli enjoying the games organised by the KL group. 
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Coronavirus forces religious 
restrictions in Singapore
Religious leaders in Singapore have 

put restrictions on rituals and cel-
ebrations after the tiny city state reported 
30 confirmed cases of coronavirus infec-
tion, making it the third most affected 
country after China and Japan.

The Archdiocese of Singapore has 
exempted people with virus symptoms 
from the obligation of attending Mass or 
other community activities.

In a detailed instruction, the archdio-
cese asked Catholics to receive Com-
munion only on hands rather than on the 
tongue. It also asked parishes not to keep 
holy water in the fonts at the entrance of 
churches lest people use them.

It also advised that catechists and 
students should have their temperature 
tested before classes. The symptoms of 
the infection are similar to those of the 
common cold.

Bishop Chong Chin Chung of the 
Methodist Church has suggested an al-
ternative to the handshake. He said con-
gregants might greet each other with 
their palms placed together, with a slight 
bow of the head.

The Office of the Mufti in Singapore 
has exempted Muslims in quarantine or 
unwell from attending Friday prayers. 
Its message also urged Muslims to wash 
hands with soap and cover the mouth 
and nose when coughing and sneezing.

The Singapore Buddhist Federation 
cancelled its annual Chinese New Year 
gathering on Jan 31.

The government has started making 
arrangements for a second flight to bring 
back Singaporeans from Wuhan, the epi-
centre of the outbreak in China, the for-
eign affairs ministry said on Feb 7.

The epidemic has claimed 636 lives 
in mainland China, the National Health 
Commission of China said on Feb. 7. 
Some 31,000 are reportedly infected in 
China, where the infection was first re-
ported in December.

Singapore has imposed travel restric-
tions to stop all new visitors of any na-
tionality with recent travel history to 
mainland China from entering Singa-
pore.

Amid reports of shops running out of 
stock, the government announced that 
all 1.3 million households in Singapore 
would each be given a pack of four face 
masks, The Straits Times reported.

Schools have been asked to suspend 
assemblies and excursions. Several firms 
in Singapore have suspended business 
and media events, including a big travel 
fair.

Singapore was one of the worst-hit 
countries outside China in the 2003 out-
break of severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS). — ucanews.com

Additional Pastoral 
Recommendations –                

Wuhan Novel Coronavirus

To Clergy, Religious and Lay Faithful                        February 8, 2020

As the number of confirmed cases of those who have been infected by the Wuhan Novel Coronavirus 
has increased unabated, the three arch/bishops of the ecclesiastical province of Peninsular Malaysia, 
Archbishop Julian Leow of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, Bishop Sebastian Francis of the 
Diocese of Penang, and Bishop Bernard Paul of the Diocese of Malacca Johore have jointly agreed 
that the following additional precautions be observed in all parishes and mass centres from today:

Those who wish to receive Holy Communion, should only receive in the hands.
During the Sign of Peace, the faithful will express this by a simple bow and refrain from shaking 
hands.
Following the previous recommendations of the three arch/bishops dated 29th January 2020, we 
reiterate that persons exhibiting flu-like symptoms are exempted from Mass and should avoid 
other gatherings involving crowds or groups;
Holy water fonts are to be emptied.
Following health advisories, continue to practise good hygiene by washing hands with soap 
regularly and thoroughly. Priests and extraordinary ministers of holy communion are to take 
extra care in disinfecting hands before holy communion.

Let us continue to pray for those affected by this crisis and entrust all to the mercy and Providence 
of Almighty God.

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis D.D
Bishop of Penang

Most Rev Julian Leow, D.D
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D
Bishop of Malacca-Johore

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

On nOvel COrOnavirus 2019



KUALA LUMPUR: One hundred 
top leaders in Education from 
around the globe were recognised 
at the inaugural Global Education 
Forum for Education & Learning 
(GFEL) in Dubai 2019.

Gerald Kochappan from                    
Kuala Selangor was among them. 
He received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for his 35 years of 
service and contribution towards 
improving the quality of educa-
tion in Malaysia and in developing 
ASEAN countries while serving 
with the Ministry of Education 
Malaysia.

The GFEL is a conference that 
brings together university faculty, 
researchers, government officials, 
education companies and EdTech 
start-ups by offering remarkable 
opportunities to learn, network 
and grow.

It provides the platform for shar-

ing of experiences, the discussion 
of challenges faced and solutions 
on how to obtain approval to es-
tablish progressive ways of edu-
cational and transmission, in par-

ticular, to provide and share the 
latest advancements in the realm 
of education.

Gerald began his teaching ca-
reer in 1983, after completing his 

Professional Malaysian Teacher 
Training in Teaching English as a 
Second Language (TESL).

He then spent 10 years teach-
ing in both rural and urban areas. 
Thereafter, he received a federal 
scholarship to study for his BA 
(Hon) in Modern English Studies 
at the University of Wales, Cardiff 
UK. 

On completion, he served as a 
Senior English Language adviser  
in Sabah for five years before re-
turning to West Malaysia to be 
seconded as Consultant for Con-
tent of English Language Course-
ware produced for Malaysian 
Smart Schools. 

After two years of secondment, 
Gerald was appointed as Inspec-
tor of Schools with the Ministry 
of Education Malaysia and served 
for 10 years to ensure quality edu-
cation was provided in Malaysian 

schools. 
In 2010, he was promoted to 

Senior Lecturer at the National In-
stitute for Educational Leadership 
& Management (IAB) with the 
Ministry of Education Malaysia, 
helping to train local and foreign 
educational leaders in educational 
management and leadership for 
eight years. 

He retired in November 2018 
after serving 35 years in Govern-
ment service. 

After his retirement in 2019, 
Gerald set up his own training 
consultancy for educational lead-
ership and management and is cur-
rently helping to train educational 
leaders from developing ASEAN 
countries, including helping His 
Eminence Cardinal Charles Bo 
of Yangon to revive the already 
closed mission schools in Myan-
mar.

MELAKA: The Red Mass for those 
in the legal fraternity in Malacca 
Johore Diocese was celebrated 
on January 18 at the Church of St 
Francis Xavier.

“Another name for you is ‘Re-
storer’!” This was the crux of the 
homily delivered by Bishop Ber-
nard Paul to members of the legal 
fraternity for the opening of the 
new judicial year.

During this Mass, Bishop Ber-
nard emphasised the crucial role 
of legal practitioners in restoring to 
people what they had lost, that is, 
in aspects such as justice, human 
rights and freedom. In that light, 
His Lordship explained that there 
was no contradiction between the 

vocation of a Christian and that of 
a lawyer.

The Malacca-Johore Catholic 
Lawyers’ Guild was established 
in 2015 during the episcopate of 
the Rt Rev. Paul Tan. The purpose 
of establishing this guild was to 
strengthen the Catholic lawyers’ 
sense of vocation as legal practi-
tioners called, by virtue of their 
Baptism and Confirmation, to direct 
the affairs of the legal field towards 
the Kingdom of God. Elaborating 
further on this vocation, the Bishop 
of Malacca-Johore called upon the 
lawyers to allow themselves to be 
used by God in such a way that His 
grace builds upon the nature of their 
professional training.

In the past year, the Catholic 
lawyers in this diocese have run 
legal aid clinics in several parishes 
around Johor Bahru. These legal 
aid clinics were open for parishion-
ers and non-parishioners from all 
walks of life to come and consult 
with our Catholic lawyers on per-
sonal matters pertaining to proper-
ties, marriage and family, religious 
freedom, immigration issues, and 
other legal-related matters. These 
legal aid clinics will be continually 
held around the diocese for the rest 
of this year, with the hope that more 
people will receive such meaning-
ful assistance for the betterment of 
their lives. — By Deacon Sherman 
Kuek

PENANG: The Knights and 
Dames of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusa-
lem (EOHSJ) from the States of 
Perak and Penang, gathered at the 
Church of the Immaculate Con-
ception (CIC) for their historic and 
inaugural Vigil and Investiture 
Ceremony, respectively, on Janu-
ary 18 and 19. They were joined 
by 15 of their fellow Knights and 
Dames from the Lieutenancy of 
Australia (Western), headed by 
the His Excellency Lt Kevin Su-
sai KC*HS. The entourage of 15 
from Perth included Lieutenant 
Emeritus Robert Peters KCGHS 
and Lieutenant Emeritus Jack 
Gardner KGCHS.

Since 2014, 25 Knights and 
Dames have been knighted and 
invested in Perth, in the Lieu-
tenancy of Australia (Western). 
These Malaysian members were 
raised to a Sectional Level in 
2019, on track initially as a Mag-
isteral Delegate and eventually as 

a Lieutenancy in the near future. 
A total of seven Knights and 12 

Dames were invested to be new 
members of the Order, bringing 
the members in the country to 44. 
Another two men and three ladies 
were officially accepted into the 
Order but they were indisposed 
during that weekend and will be 
invested at a later date.

The nineteen candidates went 
through a Ritual Vigil on Saturday 
afternoon, where they made they 
pledge as members of the Order.  
Three members of the Penang 

Section received scrolls of their 
promotion certificates to the rank 
of Knight/Dame Commanders at 
the same event as well.  

The traditional Investiture Cer-
emony proceeded the following 
afternoon on Sunday, preceding 
the Sunday Mass which followed 
immediately.  The choir in attend-
ance was the Latin Choir from the 
Parish. Membership scrolls, is-
sued by the Vatican, were handed 
to the new Knights, Dames and 
promoted members.

The official Investiture Din-

ner was held at ZhongHua Res-
taurant, located nearby at Mid-
lands Park, later in the evening. 
Members of the Order, relatives 
and friends of the new members 
enjoyed an eight-course Chinese 
dinner.  It was a joyful and cel-
ebratory evening.

The EOHSJ Penang Section 
would like to record its gratitude 
to Fr Jude Miranda for the use of 
the church, the Latin Choir, the 
parish sacristan and the Bishop 
of Penang for his consent to have 
the Investiture Ceremony in Pen-

ang Island. The Penang Section 
is also grateful to the leaders and 
members of the Lieutenancy of 
Australia (Western) for their pres-
ence and continuous support.  The 
Malaysian Knights and Dames 
are proud indeed that the Stand-
ards and Flag of the Order were 
raised for the first time in the Lo-
cal Church.

The EOHSJ is a public asso-
ciation of the faithful with over 
30,000 members in 40 countries.  
It is an international Order of 
Knighthood, with its headquarters 
in Vatican City State. It is under 
the papal sovereignty and protec-
tion of the Holy See.  Its principal 
mission is to reinforce the prac-
tice of Christian life by its mem-
bers, fidelity to the pope, sustain 
and assist the religious, spiritual, 
charitable and social works of the 
Catholic Church and the Chris-
tians in the Holy Land, particu-
larly of the Latin Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem. 

Legal fraternity plays crucial role in restoring what is lost

Lifetime Achievement 
Award for retired teacher

Investiture of new Knights and Dames of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem in Penang

Bishop Bernard Paul, Fr Devadasan Muthu and Deacon Anthony Chua with  
the lawyers at the Red Mass, Jan 18, 2020.

Gerald Kochappan (left) receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award in Dubai.

Knights and Dames of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem from Perak and Penang.
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Celebrating the Religious among us
KLANG: The Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur celebrated the 24th 
World Day of Consecrated Life 
on Saturday, Feb 1, 6.30pm at the 
Church of the Holy Redeemer.

Archbishop Julian Leow was 
the main presider with Archbish-
op Emeritus Murphy Pakiam and 
eight other priests concelebrating.

Parish Priest Rev Fr Clement 
Lim told the HERALD he offered 
to host this year’s celebration as a 
way to promote vocations and for 
parishioners to remember the reli-
gious, in conjunction with the par-
ish’s 50th anniversary. 

Some 60-odd representatives 
from religious communities in 
the Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese, 
like the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary (FMM), Congregation of 
the Disciples of the Lord (CDD), 
Daughters of St Paul (FSP), the 
Canossian Daughters of Char-
ity (FDCC), Society of Jesus (SJ), 
Carmelite Sisters (OCD) and De 
La Salle Brothers (FSC) attended 
the special Mass.

In order to be fully focused on 
Christ and his purpose, these re-
ligious take a vow of poverty (to 
share all goods in common, live a 
simple life, and depend totally on 
God), chastity (to love and serve 
God and all God’s people, rather 
than to love one person exclusive-

ly in marriage) and obedience (to 
live in community and to surrender 
one’s own will to the will of God).

Individuals under the realm of 
consecrated life generally join a 
religious order. Some orders were 
founded centuries ago by (now) 
saints, while others were founded 
more recently, to fulfil a particular 
need. Consecrated life is most of-
ten shared in a community which 
is united to live out their common 
mission together. Heads of these 
orders are called abbot or superior/
mother superior, and the religious 
are obedient to him/her and their 
community’s rule of life.

Some women’s religious com-
munities wear a habit, while others 

choose to blend into the commu-
nities by wearing civilian clothes. 
Likewise, with the men’s religious 
communities, some wear habits, 
while other orders wear clerical 
clothes.

Religious priests like the Jesu-
its, Redemptorist and Capuchins 
are different from diocesan priests. 
The diocesans, who only take the 
vow of chastity and obedience, 
and promise to live a simple life 
and serve the church within a 
geographic area called a Diocese. 
They may also serve in several oth-
er ministries like teaching, hospital 
ministry, campus ministry, and or 
prison ministry. Meanwhile, the 
religious priests live in a religious 

congregation and their ministry 
goes beyond the geographic limits 
of any diocese.

During Pope Francis’ hom-
ily at the Mass for the Presenta-
tion of the Lord this year, he said, 
those who choose religious life 
are “simple men and women who 
have seen the treasure that is worth 
more than all the possessions in 
the world. For it, you have left pre-
cious things, such as goods, how to 
create your own family. Why did 
you do it? Because you fell in love 
with Jesus, you saw everything in 
him and, kidnapped by his gaze, 
you left the rest. Consecrated life 
is this vision. It is seeing what 
matters in life. It is to welcome the 

gift of the Lord with open arms, as 
Simeon did.”

Archbishop Leow thanked God 
for the gift of each religious broth-
er and sister to the Church and for 
their prophetic witnessing.

He drew comparison to the life 
of Jeremiah and Christ, and how 
single-minded, radical devotion 
to pleasing God above all others, 
could result in the utter incompre-
hension of those around us. 

“In our secularised world, re-
ligious life is a sign of contradic-
tion. This could include family 
members of the same faith who 
find it hard to understand why 
anyone would choose to live a life 
marked by obedience, poverty and 
chastity.

“Many of you might recall how 
your families and friends reacted 
when you first told them you were 
discerning a vocation to the reli-
gious life. Yet, it was not so much 
that you or I chose this vocation, 
but the Lord chose us.”

It is always God who takes the 
initiative. In the words of Jer-
emiah (1:4-9): “The word of the 
Lord came to me, saying: Be-
fore I formed you in the womb I 
knew you. Before you were born 
I dedicated you, a prophet to the 
nations I appointed you.” — By               
Gwen Manickam

The religious community renew their vows during the World Day of Consecrated Life Mass on Feb 1, 2020.

KLANG: Archbishop Julian 
Leow reminded the congrega-
tion at the Church of the Holy 
Redeemer that as Jesus called 
His first disciples, He calls us 
to His side to form us for a par-
ticular mission. And in doing so, 
He establishes a new family. In 
Matthew 12:48-50, Jesus asked, 
“‘Who is my mother? Who are 
my brothers?’ And stretching out 
his hand towards his disciples he 
said, ‘Here are my mother and my 
brothers. Anyone who does the 
will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.’”

“Are religious vocations dying 
in our Church today?” Archbish-
op Leow asked his congregation, 
who were listening intensely.

Twenty-something millenni-
als are most likely dreaming of 
being successful entrepreneurs, 
travelling the world with a back-
pack or even catapulting to inter-

national stardom based on some 
musical talent, while their parents 
are visualising them as lawyers, 
doctors or engineers, holding the 
fort in a corporate world. Some 
may be wrapped in the lap of 
luxury, while others could be too 
busy living virtual lives online, 
pausing their video games long 
enough to live in the present, real 
world, let alone consider entering 
any religious order and abandon-
ing their hitherto lives of techno-
logical addictions. Thus, young 
people who are considering or 
have considered a religious vo-
cation (seminary, convent, mon-
astery) have become few and far 
between. 

“We should pray for God to 
give the grace of a vocation to 
consecrated life to more young 
men and women, so that this vo-
cation of sacredness is able to 
shine forth even more beautifully, 

more powerfully, in even greater 
numbers in the Church today.

“Once again, thank you for 
your loving witness and service. 
Some of you have been living 
consecrated life longer than I’ve 
been alive – and I’m getting to be 
pretty old! Added together, your 
service would probably equal 
more than a millennium. That’s a 
lot of consecrated life! 

“On behalf of the entire fam-
ily of faith of the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur, I offer you warm-
est thanks, deepest admiration 
and respect, and heartfelt prayers, 
that God will make your witness 
and your labours ever more fruit-
ful for the good of souls, for the 
mission of the Church, and for 
the glory of God.”

After Mass, everyone ad-
journed to the parish community 
hall for fellowship and a light 
supper. — By Gwen Manickam

Consecrated life is a path where 
some of Christ’s faithful are 

called to enter into a special rela-
tionship with Him. 

The word consecrated means “to 
be set apart.” Hence, consecrated 
persons are “set apart” to love and 
live for God and His Church. This 
way of life, much like the Apos-
tles, has been practised by both 
men and women since the begin-
ning of the Church. Just like mar-
riage and diocesan priesthood, it 
is also a vocation, which comes 
from the Latin “vocare” meaning 
to be called.

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (#916) defines the state of 
consecrated life as “one way of 
experiencing a “more intimate” 
consecration, rooted in Baptism 
and dedicated totally to God. 
In the consecrated life, Christ’s 

faithful, moved by the Holy Spir-
it, propose to follow Christ more 
closely, to give themselves to God 
who is loved above all and, pursu-
ing the perfection of charity in the 
service of the Kingdom, to signify 
and proclaim in the Church the 
glory of the world to come.”

To honour these men and wom-
en, in 1997, then Pope John Paul 
II established World Day of Con-
secrated Life. It is celebrated on 
Feb 2, to coincide with the Feast 
of the Presentation of the Child 
Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem. 

This feast, also known as Can-
dlemas, as Christ is the light of 
the world, is symbolic because 
consecrated persons are called 
and reminded to be the light of the 
world through the symbolic light-
ing of candles during the liturgy of 
the day.

Is religious vocation dying in the 
Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese?

Meaning of consecrated life

Representatives from the religious communities with Archbishop Julian Leow.

HERALD February 16, 2020 Home 5

Archbishop Julian Leow receiving the lighted candle during the offertory.



DHAKA: A Catholic diocese in Bangladesh 
has featured religious folk music during an 
annual spiritual gathering as part of an ef-
fort to save this popular tradition from ex-
tinction.

Two Pala Gaan (folk musical plays) 
depicting a pair of Biblical stories — the 
Creation and Abraham’s sacrifice of son 
Isaac — were showcased during the 48th 
Annual Gathering for Spiritual Awakening, 
also known as Boro Sobha (Great Gather-
ing), hosted by Barishal Diocese at Holy 
Redeemer Church in Baniarchar, Gopalganj 
district, from Jan. 30 to Feb. 2.

Hundreds of Catholics from parishes of 
the diocese joined an event that included 
liturgy, spiritual talks, shared meals and 
cultural events.

Additionally, hundreds of local Muslims 
and Hindus attended a Pala Gaan perfor-
mance staged by a 15-member team on Jan. 
31.

Pala Gaan, also known as Padaboli Kir-
tan, is originally a Hindu religious tradition 
which became a part of Christian religious 
culture when many lower-caste Hindus 
converted to the new faith centuries ago.

A Christianised Pala Gaan uses recita-
tions, music, theatre and dance to tell sto-
ries from the Bible, including the Creation, 
the fall of Adam and the exile of the Israel-
ites to Egypt as well as life, death and the 

Resurrection. It usually takes 10-20 actors, 
dancers and musicians to stage a show. 

Incorporating Pala Gaan with Boro Sob-
ha was a dream come true, said Holy Cross 
Fr Anol Terence D’Costa, secretary of the 
diocese and coordinator of a seven-member 
diocesan committee for Pala Gaan.

“Boro Sobha is a traditional harvest and 
spiritual festival in some parts of south-
ern Bangladesh, where people thank God 
through prayer, music and dance at the end 

of the harvest season in January and Feb-
ruary. We promoted and funded Pala Gaan 
groups as this popular musical tradition is 
on the decline for various reasons,” said Fr 
D’Costa.

With funding from SIGNIS, the Catholic 
lay movement for communications media 
professionals, the diocese encouraged the 
revival of Pala Gaan traditions over the 
past year and formed a 40-member dioc-
esan team.

The first show was staged on Dec 12 at 
the Cathedral Church of Barishal. It fea-
tured two Biblical stories — the birth of 
Jesus and the death of Lazarus.

“For months, the team practised passion-
ately to perform the show. From the main 
team, 15 members were selected to perform 
during Boro Sobha. The team has unique 
costumes and musical instruments, and we 
hope to record the performance for preser-
vation and propagation,” Fr D’Costa added.

Subhash Baroi, leader of the Pala Gaan 
team, said he finds spiritual solace in car-
rying on the tradition. Baroi is a Catholic 
father of one. Both he and his wife are per-
formers.

“My grandfather, father and neighbours 
were involved with Pala Gaan as far as I 
can recall from my childhood memories. I 
believe Pala Gaan is more powerful than 
any church liturgy in terms of preaching 
the Good News. Church leaders including 
our bishop have encouraged me to continue 
singing Pala Gaan and I am happy to do 
so,” said Baroi.

“Hindus have strongly continued the Pala 
Gaan tradition, but Christians didn’t make 
enough of an attempt to preserve it. How-
ever, I think if the Church extends support 
continuously, it will survive and continue.” 
— By Stephan Uttom and Rock Ronald 
Rozario, ucanews.com

Bangladesh spiritual gathering 
features religious folk music

HO CHI MINH: The Vietnamese Church has 
taken a number of steps to counter the spread 
of the 2019-nCoV virus in the country.

Two days ago, Bishop Phêrô (Pierre) 
Nguyễn Văn Khảm of Mỹ Tho, secretary of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Vietnam 
(CBCV), sent a note on ‘Preventing the coro-
navirus epidemic in the country’ to all 27 dio-
ceses, as well as parishes, religious communi-
ties and seminars.

In it, the prelate urges the faithful with flu-
like symptoms not to leave home and calls on 
those who plan to take part in Eucharistic cele-
brations to receive communion in their hands.

The CBCV also suggests postponing meet-
ings and pilgrimages until the outbreak is un-
der control, urging Catholics to pray so that 
“God can heal those who have been infected 
and ensure that others do not become victims 
of the epidemic.”

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese Ministry of 
Health has confirmed the latest case of infec-
tion this morning.

A 30-year-old man returning from Wuhan, 
the Chinese city at the centre of the outbreak, 
tested positive in the northern province of 
Vĩnh Phúc.

He joins the eight people who are already 
infected in the country, three in Hồ Chí Minh 
City.

That figure however is widely dismissed as 
inaccurate as the authorities seem to be down-
playing the health emergency.

Nevertheless, Vietnamese Prime Minister 
Nguyễn Xuân Phúc declared a coronavirus 
epidemic in the country. After that, the au-
thorities ordered the temporary closure of the 
schools.

The Hanoi Department of Education and 
Training announced that kindergarten to voca-
tional training schools would shut from Febru-
ary 3 to 10.

In Hồ Chí Minh City, the local department 
followed suit, closing local schools for a week, 
from February 3 to 9. — By Paul Nguyen 
Hung, AsiaNews

Vietnamese Catholics fighting the spread of coronavirus

A Catholic group performs a Pala Gaan folk musical play at Holy Redeemer Church in 
Baniarchar, Gopalganj district, during the annual spiritual gathering hosted by Barishal Diocese 
from Jan 31 to Feb 2, 2020. (ucanews.com photo)
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Children wearing masks attend Mass at My Hoa Church in Ho Chi Minh City on Feb 2, 
2020. (ucanews.com photo)



MANILA: A Philippine Church official has 
expressed surprise over the speedy acceptance 
of a bill in the country’s parliament that would 
legalise divorce.

The House Committee on Population and 
Family Relations approved the bill, which has 
been opposed by church leaders.

“I was surprised at the speed at which the 
committee accepted the bill,” said Fr Jerome 
Secillano, executive secretary of the public af-
fairs office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

“I was expecting exhaustive deliberations 
and discussions would be conducted on the 
measure,” he said, adding that the public de-
serves to know what is in the bill.

Bishop Arturo Bastes of Sorsogon described 
the acceptance of the proposed measure as 
alarming. “I hope Congress will not approve 
it. More family problems will be created with 
divorce,” said the prelate.

Fr Melvin Castro, spiritual director of the 
group Pro-Life Philippines, said “exhaustive 
discussion” on the issue should have been 

carried out.
“With the sensitivity of the issue and the 

magnitude of its effects, Congress should allow 
open, honest and exhaustive discussion and de-
bate on the issue of divorce,” he said.

The Catholic Council of the Laity of the Phil-
ippines earlier issued a statement expressing 
opposition to the divorce bill. The group said 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly 
provides that divorce is “immoral” because it 
introduces disorder into the family and into so-
ciety.

“This disorder brings grave harm to the de-
serted spouse, to children traumatised by the 
separation of their parents and are often torn 
between them,” read the statement.

“It is our hope, therefore, that the Philippines 
shall forever stand as a beacon of hope for the 
family and society.”

Deputy Speaker Eddie Villanueva, a Chris-

tian pastor and head of the Citizens’ Battle 
Against Corruption Party, objected to the ap-
proval of the bill.

“The passage of a divorce bill is practically 
unnecessary,” said the legislator.

“First, it does not address the high cost of liti-
gation and slow-grinding disposition of cases, 
which are the real problems encountered by 
those seeking relief from troubled marriages.

“Second and more importantly, it is in clear 
defiance of God and to the constitution because 
it will terribly degrade the sacrosanct nature of 
marriage as an inviolable institution.”

The House Committee on Population and 
Family Relations approved in principle on Feb 
6 the Marriage Dissolution Bill, a measure 
equivalent to divorce in other countries.

The Philippines, aside from the Vatican, is 
the only state that does not have any law on di-
vorce. — By Joe Torres, ucanews.com

Catholic Council of the Laity of the Philippines 
earlier expressed opposition to the bill. 
(ucanews.com photo)
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Philippine Church caught unawares 
by divorce bill acceptance

Historic Baltimore church building restored, but as a brewpub
BALTIMORE: The old St Michael the Archan-
gel Church which has gone through a dramatic 
transformation of its historic sanctuary.

The church, once was a place for weddings, 
baptisms and funerals is now a trendy pub.

“It certainly is not what the church was built 
for,” said Fr T. Austin Murphy Jr, pastor of 
Christ the King Church in Glen Burnie, Mary-
land. “And certainly, it’s not what the church 
had served over the hundred-some-odd years 
that it was operational. But, what were they go-
ing to do with the building?”

“Here’s somebody who’s willing to invest 
in it as a historical place in the city so that the 
building will always be there,” Fr Murphy said.

The pews, stained-glass windows crafted in 
Munich and the altar are long gone from St Mi-
chael the Archangel Church in Baltimore’s Up-
per Fells Point neighbourhood, which closed 
some years ago and has since been desacralise. 
The massive statue of the church’s namesake, 
carved in walnut, sits in a Pennsylvania ware-
house waiting for a new home.

But much of the church remains — its soar-
ing ceilings lined with beautiful frescos, its 
towering Corinthian columns and even its or-
nate wooden confessional.

After weeks of delays, the owners of Balti-
more’s newest brewery and brewpub officially 
opened Feb 7. But how did one of Baltimore’s 
most historic Catholic churches — built in 
1852 to serve German immigrants and once led 
by St John Neumann — become a brewery? It's 
complicated.

After years of declining attendance and 
much-needed and expensive repairs, St Michael 
was closed, and its mostly Spanish-speaking 
parishioners were invited to Sacred Heart of 

Jesus/Sagrado Corazon de Jesus in Baltimore's 
High-landtown neighbourhood in 2011.

Owned by the Redemptorist religious order, 
the sprawling St Michael campus — which 
included a school, rectory and parish meeting 
space — then sat on the market for years look-
ing for a buyer.

“We realised that we, as an order, didn’t have 
the finances to be able to upkeep that building 
ourselves,” said Redemptorist Fr Paul Borows-
ki, provincial superior for his religious commu-
nity. “Instead of just letting it disintegrate, how 
could we somehow get a buyer in there who 
could keep the exterior of the building and do 
something else?”

A deal to sell the campus to nearby Johns 
Hopkins Hospital fell through. Finally, with 
the buildings in disrepair, Fr Borowski said the 
Redemptorists made the decision to sell the 
campus for $1.3 million to the owners of the 

Ministry of Brewing to convert the church into 
a brewpub and the rest of the campus into apart-
ments.

By the time of the sale, the space had been 
deconsecrated, which takes the form of a sim-
ple written decree, Fr Borowski said. 

Lifelong St Michael’s parishioner Barbara 
Aupperley said she was “devastated” by the 
church’s closure. “When you think of all the fu-
nerals, baptisms, marriages, first Communions 
there. That’s difficult.”

Aupperley, now a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus/Sagrado Corazon de Jesus, said 
someone in her family had been a parishioner 
of St Michael since 1869. She served as a can-
tor and an extraordinary minister of holy Com-
munion. Her daughter and son-in-law were the 
last couple to be married at the church just a 
week before it closed.

Ernst Valery, one of the owners of the Minis-

try of Brewing, said he and his fellow investors 
spent two years and $2.5 million renovating the 
space, including adding new heating, air condi-
tioning and electrical systems. They also pains-
takingly restored the frescos of saints that line 
the ceiling and other historic details.

Where the altar once stood, large 20- and 
40-barrel vats brew beer in-house. A giant stack 
of beer kegs sits to the side of the old altar area. 
But while the space has been transformed, staff 
members said they want to honour the history, 
be respectful and not make light of the Catholic 
faith.

“We’re not going to have any tongue-in-
cheek names for the beers here,” said Jon Hol-
ley, Ministry of Brewing’s general manager.

A Catholic and onetime resident of the neigh-
bourhood, Valery sees the newly repurposed 
campus as a focal point of the neighbourhood 
and the start of a renaissance there. He plans 
to have students from low-income areas learn 
chemistry and other lab skills at the brewery as 
part of a summer programme.

“The whole theme is inclusion,” Valery said. 
“Great beer and inclusion.”

Fr Murphy is happy there is a new neigh-
bourhood gathering place, but he mourns the 
loss of St Michael. He said the Ministry of 
Brewing can serve as a lesson to Catholics to 
not take their churches for granted.

“If people want to keep those services, we 
need to evangelise better and they need to 
evangelise because that is the only way we 
keep these places open,” Fr Murphy said. “If 
we allow our faith to just sort of fiddle off and 
wash away and we don’t use the churches, this 
is going to happen to a lot more places.” — By 
Tim Swift, CNS

This is an interior shot taken Feb 4, 2020, inside the former St Michael the Archangel Church in 
Baltimore, which has been transformed into a new community gathering space, a brewpub called 
the Ministry of Brewing. (CNS photo/Kevin J. Parks, Catholic Review)



Pope urges global finance leaders 
to reduce economic inequality

Need for a felt presence of the Church

Catholics on verge of losing majority as evangelicals gain in Brazil

VATICAN: The 50 richest people 
in the world could, on their own, fi-
nance “medical care and education 
for every poor child in the world... 
and save millions of lives every 
year,” Pope Francis told a meeting 
of financial leaders Feb 5.

Finance ministers from France, 
Argentina, Mexico, Paraguay and 
El Salvador, a Nobel economics lau-
reate and the director of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund were among 
those who took part in the event, 
entitled New Forms of Solidarity  
at the Pontifical Academy of Social 
Sciences.

The day provided a forum for 
key players in the global financial 
system to discuss rising inequality 
through “inclusion, integration and 
innovation”.

In his address, Pope Francis called 
on participants to reduce rising in-
come inequality by prioritising the 
needs of the poor who are left be-
hind by the globalisation of indif-
ference. He outlined several dangers 

lurking behind prevailing economic 
models, as well as several ways to 
build bridges between the rich and 
the poor. “The world is rich, and yet 
the number of poor people is swell-
ing all around us,” he said.

Hundreds of millions of people, 
said the Pope, are struggling in ex-
treme poverty, and are lacking food, 
housing, healthcare, schooling, elec-
tricity and drinkable water. Around 
five million children will die this 
year of causes related to poverty, he 
said.

Pope Francis added that rising 
income inequality has also left mil-
lions of people as victims of forced 
labour, prostitution and organ traf-
ficking. These facts should impel us 
to take action, not fall into despair.

“These are solvable problems,” 
he said. “We are not condemned to 
global inequality.”

Poverty can be overcome, said the 
Pope, if an economic system is put 
in place that includes, feeds, cures 
and clothes those left behind by so-

ciety.
“We have to choose what and who 

to prioritise,” he said. Our choice 
will lead either to increased social 
injustice and violence, or to “hu-
manising socio-economic systems.”

Pope Francis went on to say 
how extreme poverty has contin-
ued to exist alongside great wealth 
throughout much of human history.

Currently, the 50 richest people 
possess the equivalent of US$ 2.2 
trillion. The Pope said that, on their 

own, they could finance “medical 
care and education for every poor 
child in the world, either through 
taxes and/or philanthropy” and save 
millions of lives every year.

And he condemned recurrent tax 
breaks for wealthy individuals as 
“structures of sin... Every year hun-
dreds of millions of dollars — which 
should be collected as taxes and go 
to finance healthcare and education 
— instead end up in offshore ac-
counts,” he said.

Turning to solutions, the Pope 
urged global financial leaders to 
“co-responsibility” in the pursuit of 
fraternity and trust.

Banks and financial institutions, 
he said, should help disadvantaged 
peoples and developing nations to 
achieve a certain standard of devel-
opment.

“Social protection, a basic in-
come, healthcare for all and univer-
sal education,” he said, are “eco-
nomic rights” that form the basis of 
human solidarity.

Finally, Pope Francis invited par-
ticipants in the workshop to use their 
positions of authority to promote 
development for the disadvantaged, 
debt relief for struggling nations, 
and efforts to reduce the effects of 
climate change.

“We celebrate the opportunity 
to recognise co-participants in the 
Lord’s work, which can change 
the course of history to benefit the 
dignity of every person, especially 
those who are excluded”. — ICN

SAO PAULO: In the opinion of 
Italian-born Catholic Bishop Adri-
ano Ciocca Vasino of São Félix do 
Araguaia, the Catholic Church has 
“a great difficulty to be present in 
this current model of ‘liquid soci-
ety,”’ Flexibility has replaced sta-
bility and ‘solidity’ as the condition 
to be pursued. Inevitably, we are 
now used to fast-moving, evolv-
ing times, with the conviction that 
things won’t last long, that new 
opportunities will appear, immedi-
ately devaluing existing ones.

“Evangelicals grew particularly 
in the [poor, working-class] subur-
ban areas and in regions of recent 
deforestation and rural occupation 
by migrants. We’re not as fast as 
those churches and we haven’t 
been able to secure our presence in 
those areas,” Vasino affirmed.

The Prelature of São Félix do 
Araguaia, in the Amazonian state 
of Mato Grosso, encompasses for-
est regions and small cities of no 
more than 30,000 inhabitants each. 
Vasino estimates that 60 per cent of 
the people there are Catholic — the 
rest go to evangelical churches.

“We always noticed a sentiment 
of abandonment by the people in 
the region. They usually tell us that 
they joined the church that was 
available,” he said. Even the Catho-
lic people, Vasino says, do not mas-
sively attend Mass.

Fr Manoel Godoy, who assisted 
the National Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops of Brazil for several 
years, argues that the actual par-
ticipation of the Brazilian Catho-
lics in the church has always been 
much smaller than the number of 

people who professed Catholicism. 
“What’s happening is that now peo-
ple have the courage to say they’re 
not Catholic or they don’t have any 
religion at all. It’s a very strong cul-
tural transformation,” he said.

The decline in the number of 
Catholics, therefore, is not leaving 
the churches empty. “In reality, par-
ticipant Catholics continue to grow 
in presence and in commitment to 
the Church,” he said.

Indeed, the decrease in the over-
all proportion of Catholics in Bra-
zil hasn’t caused a vocation crisis, 
explained Fr José Carlos Pereira, 
who holds a doctorate in sociol-
ogy and has authored a number of 
quantitative studies on Brazilian 
Catholicism. “The number of dioc-
esan priests ordained every year is 
rising. What happens is that there’s 

a poor distribution of the clergy, 
with a special lack of priests in the 
northern part of the country,” par-
ticularly in the Amazon, he said.

Pereira explained that the Brazil-
ian Church is concerned with its 
declining numbers and has recently 
established guidelines to deal with 
them. “In the past three episcopal 
conferences, the Church has re-
flected on ways to attain people. 
The current orientation is to build a 
‘home Church,’ one which reaches 
not only communities, but also the 
people’s houses, recuperating a 
sense of Catholic identity,” Pereira 
said.

The debates of the synod for the 
pan-Amazon region, according to 
Vasino, reaffirmed the importance 
of a Church of presence — in sub-
stitution of a model based on visits. 

“The Church has a huge potential 
in the work with laypeople, offer-
ing them positions of responsibility 
in the pastoral work,” he argued.

That was the model of the basic 
ecclesial communities (BECs), a 
massive Catholic social movement 
in Brazil, particularly in the 1980s. 
“Unfortunately, the Church failed 
to strengthen the BECs after some 
time and that left an open door for 
the departure of many,” added Va-
sino.

Even though the probable reli-
gious transition in Brazil has great 
historical and social significance, 
the feeling among members of the 
hierarchy and priests — at least 
among part of them — doesn’t 
seem to be of a catastrophic defeat. 
— By Eduardo Campos Lima, 
NCR

SAO PAULO: A survey released 
in January showed that the percent-
age of Catholics in Brazil continues 
to decline, while the proportion of 
evangelicals has increased at a high-
er annual rate in the past few years.

According to the private institute 
Datafolha, the proportion of Catho-
lics in Brazil currently corresponds 
to 51 per cent, while the percentage 
of evangelicals grew to 31 per cent. 
In 2013, another Datafolha survey 
had shown that Catholics represent-
ed 57 per cent of the Brazilian popu-
lation, and Evangelicals amounted to 
28 per cent.

The last official census produced 
by the Brazilian Institute of Geog-
raphy and Statistics demonstrated in 
2010 that the proportion of Catholics 
corresponded to 64.6 per cent and 
evangelicals amounted to 22.2 per 
cent. The institute will conduct the 
next census this year.

Although the surveys produced by 
Datafolha and the Brazilian Institute 

of Geography and Statistics are not 
comparable — due to methodologi-
cal differences — it’s clear that the 
number of Catholics is decreasing at 
a faster rate in the past few years, ex-
plained José Eustáquio Diniz Alves, 
a demography expert who worked at 
the Brazilian Institute.

“From the end of the 19th century 

to the end of the 20th century, the 
Catholic Church lost about 1 per cent 
of its followers per decade. From the 
1990s on, it started to shrink about 1 
per cent per year,” he said.

Alves believes that this process 
has accelerated since 2010 and now 
he estimates that the current rate of 
Catholic decline corresponds to 1.2 

per cent per year — with 0.8 per cent 
of annual evangelical expansion. 
If nothing changes, evangelicalism 
will surpass Catholicism in Brazil by 
2032, he calculates.

That would be a major transforma-
tion in a country that has the biggest 
Catholic population in the world, 
with more than 90 per cent of Brazil-
ians identifying as Catholic in 1970.

In Alves’ opinion, the gradual de-
cline of Brazilian Catholicism started 
with the process of urbanisation. In 
1970, for the first time there were 
more people living in cities than in 
rural areas.

“Brazilian Catholicism was strong 
in a rural society, with community 
and family relations determined by 
clear norms. With urbanisation, a 
high level of consumption and a new 
social mobility, the Catholic teach-
ings apparently ceased to respond to 
the new context,” argued Alves.

At the same time, the emphasis on 
individual solutions in many evan-

gelical churches and denominations, 
particularly with the so called-pros-
perity theology — which correlates 
financial success and the presence 
of God — drew the attention of the 
newly urbanised poor.

“The economic crisis [which start-
ed in 2014] favoured the evangeli-
cals even more, given that they offer 
solutions for concrete problems such 
as unemployment, depression and so 
on,” added Alves.

In the last two decades, Brazil saw 
a huge growth in the presence of 
evangelicals in the media and in poli-
tics. In the past few years, they elect-
ed hundreds of congressional rep-
resentatives. The mayor of the city 
of Rio de Janeiro is a bishop of the 
Universal Church of the Kingdom 
of God, Marcelo Crivella. President 
Jair Bolsonaro, who is Catholic, is 
married to an evangelical woman 
and had huge support from evangeli-
cal churches and leaders in the 2018 
election.

Pope Francis with finance ministers and economists at the Vatican workshop. 
(Vatican News photo) 

Dancers rehearse at Estação Primeira de Mangueira, one of Brazil’s most 
traditional samba schools, in Rio de Janeiro. The school announced that the 
theme of its 2020 performance will be the story of Jesus taken to a Rio de 
Janeiro slum. (CNS/Courtesy of Mangueira/Leo Queiroz)
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Boris Johnson launches UK government 
strategy for COP26
LONDON: Boris Johnson has launched the 
UK government’s strategy for the ‘COP26’ 
UN climate talks as it prepares to host this 
year’s conference in Glasgow. The Prime 
Minister acknowledged that the climate 
emergency is “taking its toll on the most vul-
nerable populations around the planet” at the 
launch event for the summit.

Mr Johnson spoke at the event, which took 
place at the Science Museum in London on 
Tuesday February 4, along-side broadcaster 
Sir David Attenborough and Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte.

Italy will co-host the conference with the 
UK in November 2020.

Neil Thorns, Director of Advocacy at 
Catholic aid agency CAFOD, said, “It is en-
couraging that the Prime Minister explicitly 
recognises that the world’s poorest people 
are bearing the brunt of the climate crisis and 
that the UK has a ‘responsibility to lead the 
way’ as one of the biggest historic polluters.

“If the government is going to succeed in 
persuading other countries to come to Glas-
gow with their own plans for halting the 
climate emergency, it needs to put its own 
house in order.

“That will include stopping government 
support for all fossil fuels overseas straight 
away and backing local, renewable energy 

which brings power to communities living 
without electricity.

“It also means we need to put in place 
long-term solutions to address climate, pov-
erty and the loss of biodiversity together, 
recognising that they have shared roots in 
the crisis facing our common home.”

What is the UK government doing ahead 
of COP26?

The Prime Minister’s speech at the launch 
event came after the government announced 
it was bringing forward plans to ban the sale 
of new petrol, diesel and hybrid cars from 

2040 to 2035. The ban is intended to help 
the UK cut greenhouse gas emissions to ‘net 
zero’ in order to keep temperature rises be-
low the dangerous threshold of 1.5 Celsius.

The government committed to end support 
for coal mining and coal-fired power plants 
overseas at a UK-Africa Investment Summit 
in January and has announced that it intends 
to end coal power in Britain in 2024, a year 
earlier than is currently planned.

However, the UK is still providing finan-
cial support to other fossil fuels overseas 
— including through aid money intended to 
help people pull themselves out of poverty.

What is COP26 and why is the UN climate 
change conference in Glasgow important?

COP26 will be the annual UN climate 
summit in Glasgow Nov 9-19, 2020.

Governments are expected to come to 
the conference with plans for how they will 
bring emissions down to the levels required 
by the Paris Agreement in order to avoid 
catastrophic temperature rises.

Neil Thorns said, “COP26 won’t put an 
end to the climate emergency on its own, but 
it is a proud moment for our country to push 
the world to bring emissions down. People 
up and down the country are giving a clear 
message that the government mustn’t let this 
opportunity go to waste.” — ICN

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson at the United 
Nations COP26 conference.
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Pope Francis meets woman who grabbed him New Year’s Eve
VATICAN: Pope Francis in January met and 
shook hands with the woman at whom he 
lost his patience after being grabbed in St 
Peter’s Square Dec 31.

After his general audience Jan 8, Pope 
Francis spoke briefly with the woman. In 
photos the two can be seen smiling at each 
other as they shake hands. A priest standing 
near the woman appears to be acting as in-
terpreter.

The two met during what is called the 
“baciamano,” a time reserved for certain 
pilgrims to greet the Pope following an au-
dience.

Francis had apologised during his Angelus 
address Jan. 1 for having lost his patience 
with the woman the night before.

“Many times we lose our patience; me 
too. I apologise for yesterday’s bad exam-
ple,” he said.

While the Pope was greeting the crowd in 
front of the Vatican nativity scene Dec 31, 
a woman yanked his arm, holding onto his 
hand. Visibly upset, Pope Francis slapped 
her hand and walked away frustrated.

A video clip of the moment went viral on 

social media soon after and the incident has 
generated internet memes and remixes of 
the clip.

Before meeting the woman Jan 8, Pope 
Francis spoke at his general audience about 
St Paul and love of God, also noting that 
Christ can bring good out of any circum-

stance – even an apparent failure.
Greeting pilgrims before the same au-

dience, the Pope joked “don’t bite” with 
a religious sister who reached out to greet 
him, saying he would give her a kiss on the 
cheek if she stayed calm. — By Hannah                      
Brockhaus, CNA

Pope Francis greets a woman after the general audience Jan 8, 2020. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)

Vatican confirms 
‘redistribution’ of 
duties for Archbishop 
Gänswein
VATICAN: The Vatican press office con-
firmed Feb 5 that there has been an adjust-
ment to Archbishop Georg Gänswein’s role 
as head of the pontifical household.

In an email to 
NCR, the press 
office said it had 
no information 
over whether 
Gänswein had 
been put on leave, 
but said there had 
been a “redis-
tribution of the 
various commit-
ments and duties” 
undertaken by the 
archbishop.

Gänswein has been serving concurrently 
as the prefect of Francis’ official household 
and as the private secretary to retired Pope 
Benedict XVI.

The unspecified changes in the archbish-
op’s duties occur after questions arose about 
his role in facilitating Benedict’s unexpected 
involvement in a new book defending the 
Catholic Church’s practice of clerical celi-
bacy.

News of the book, originally described as 
co-written by the ex-pontiff and Cardinal 
Robert Sarah, came as Francis is consider-
ing the possibility of allowing older, married 
men to be ordained as priests in the Amazon 
region.

Gänswein’s absence from his Vatican role 
had become noticeable in recent weeks. 
While the prelate has traditionally accompa-
nied Francis at the pontiff’s weekly Wednes-
day public audiences, he has not been seen at 
an audience since Jan 15.

Likewise, although Gänswein is normally 
responsible for welcoming foreign leaders to 
the apostolic palace during visits with Fran-
cis, the archbishop has missed at least four 
major encounters in the last month: with US 
Vice President Mike Pence on Jan 24, Iraqi 
President Barham Salih on Jan 25, Argentine 
President Alberto Fernandez on Jan 31 and 
Bahraini Crown Prince Salman on Feb 3.

Gänswein and Sarah, the prefect of the 
Vatican’s worship congregation, have pro-
vided duelling accounts of Benedict’s in-
volvement in the new book, titled Des pro-
fondeurs de nos cœurs (From the Depths of 
Our Hearts). — By Joshua J. McElwee, 
NCR

Archbishop Georg Gänswein

VATICAN: In his message, the Pope celebrated 
the first anniversary of the signing of the Docu-
ment on Human Fraternity for World Peace and 
Living Together.

He said the anniversary is a chance to renew 
hopes for “a better future for humanity, a future 
free from hatred, rancour, extremism, and ter-
rorism, in which the values of peace, love and 
fraternity prevail.”

The Pope expressed his appreciation for the 
support offered by the United Arab Emirates to 
the Higher Committee for Human Fraternity, 
which is tasked with promoting the values set 

out in the document.
Pope Francis also said he was pleased to 

participate in the presentation of the Interna-
tional Human Fraternity Award, which aims to 
encourage “all virtuous exemplars of men and 
women who in this world embody love through 
actions and sacrifices made for the good of oth-
ers, no matter how different they may be in reli-
gion, or ethnic and cultural affiliation.”

The Pope closed his message asking God 
to bless every effort that benefits humanity 
“and helps us move forward in fraternity.” —                    
Vatican News

Pope Francis welcomes presentation 
of Human Fraternity Award

Pope Francis sends a video message to participants in the Arab Media Convention for 
Human Fraternity. (Vatican Media)
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“The prevention and control of infection” requires “a 
commitment based on the law, which is scientific 

and orderly.” Thus, Chinese President Xi Jinping said at a 
meeting of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China on governance.

According to Xinhua, Xi stressed that in China, it is es-
sential to “improve legislation related to the prevention and 
control of epidemics, strengthen support for institutions 
and improve punishment procedures”.

Xinhua does not quote any word from Xi about the crisis 
facing the country. The coronavirus epidemic that origi-
nated in Wuhan is now widespread in all regions of China 
and to date has killed over 560, with nearly 30 thousand in-
fected. At least 51 million people are in forced or voluntary 
isolation; hundreds of millions of people are suffering the 
repercussions for the closure of the factories, for the fallout 
of the economy.

Xi has been silent for a long time and only after the virus 
emergency was declared on January 23 last did he have 
some words of support for the nation’s “war” against the 
“demon” of the epidemic.

What is increasingly evident is that what has not weath-
ered the crisis is the structure of Chinese society, in par-
ticular the information control system, which has delayed 
public awareness of the seriousness of the epidemic for 
weeks while it spread throughout the country. The other 
major limits to a prompt response is the hierarchical and 
top-down structure of power that does not allow a mayor to 
take action without the approval of Beijing’s central leader-
ship.

In this sense, Xi’s words are a great self-acquittal to con-
firm the party’s dictatorship and control over information 
when the need for freedom of the press and the distribution 
of responsibilities with the criterion of subsidiarity is now 
plain for all to see.

After a certain silence, the big regime press returned to 
placing photos of the “heart of leadership” and the “Xi’s 
corner” on the front page, where every word of the presi-
dent, party secretary, director of the Central Military Com-
mission, responsible for reforms, etc. is exalted. But here 
and there on the web there are criticisms that after a few 
hours are obscured and the authors arrested.

Xu Zhangrun, a law professor at Qinghua University, has 
published an article criticising the leadership for failing to 
control the coronavirus epidemic. Xu — who for anoth-
er article against Xi’s lifetime presidency was suspended 
from teaching in 2018 — first accused this “tyranny” of 
destroying “the Chinese political system” that was heading 
for reforms after the death of Mao Zedong .

According to Xu, Beijing’s crackdown on civil society 
and freedom of expression has made it impossible for peo-
ple to respond immediately to the outbreak alarm. Accord-
ing to his friends, Xu — who already lives under surveil-
lance — will soon be arrested. 

On Feb 4,  Xu Zhiyong published an article on social me-
dia asking Xi to step down because he is "unable to handle 
crises” such as the trade war with the United States, Hong 
Kong protests and the coronavirus.

Xu Zhiyong is the founder of the New Citizens move-
ment, a human rights lawyer, who has already suffered four 
years in prison for speaking in defence of democracy and 
against the corruption of party members. 
— By Bernardo Cervellera, AsiaNews

Xi Jinping absolves 
himself, but critics 
demand he leave
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Infection and death rates of the China-
born respiratory coronavirus continue 
to accelerate, with the latest count at 

910 deaths and 40,536 people infected 
across mainly Asia, although the virus is 
spreading and has been confirmed in 28 
countries.

The virus is proving particularly conta-
gious, although its fatality rate appears to 
be in the 2-3 per cent range, assuming the 
statistics China has been producing are 
accurate. That makes it more like a par-
ticularly virulent influenza significantly 
less fatal than the 2002-03 SARS (severe 
acute respiratory syndrome) pandemic 
with its fatality rate of about 10 per cent 
of nearly 8,000 confirmed infections or 
its even more deadly big brother MERS 
(Middle East respiratory syndrome), 
whose fatality rate was a terrifying 35 per 
cent.

What is more apparent is that the virus 
will trigger a significant hit on the Chi-
nese economy, with economists expect-
ing a 2 per cent gap between pre-virus 
expectations and the post-virus world. 
Any significant downturn in the Chinese 
economy has stark implications for the 
global economy, where it is the second 
biggest player, and the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, where China is the largest trading 
partner for almost all countries and the 
top export destination for most.

The extent of the virus in China has al-
ready affected work schedules there; the 
nation’s annual Spring Festival holiday 
was extended by three days, both to put 
off and spread out the logistical and in-
fection nightmare of 500 million people 
travelling up close over several days.

People are expected to return to work 
this week, but vast swathes of China, af-
fecting up to 400 million people are be-
ing quarantined. Economic problems are 
already beginning to surface, with factory 
workers being laid off or asked to take 
leave without pay.

Southeast Asia has many tourism-
dependent economies, led by Thailand, 
where the sector makes up about 20 per 
cent of GDP, as well as Vietnam and Sin-
gapore, where the tourism slice is about 
10 per cent of GDP.

Export-led economies such as Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and the Philippines will 
also be hit along with nations like Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan, which rely on 
China for parts for their largest manufac-

turing sectors.
On Feb 7, Hyundai in South Korea 

closed the world’s largest car factory, 
which makes 1.4 million vehicles a year, 
due to a lack of parts from China. Many 
foreign companies have closed factories 
in China.

Cold comfort for Asia
As in every other economic crisis, the 
headlines are about stock market plunges 
and company collapses, usually prefixed 
with a multi-million-dollar figure. The 
global media is obsessed with the super-
rich and titillate their readers with stories 
of how many hundreds of millions a par-
ticularly wealthy person lost.

Yet this is cold comfort for most of 
Asia — and indeed the non-Western de-
veloping world — where up to 90 per 
cent of people earn their living working 
six or seven days a week to subsist. When 
economies take a big hit, it’s the most im-
poverished people working in factories, 
the tourism service sector and on farms 
that take, by far, the biggest hit.

The size of the economic effects will 
very much depend on when the disease 
peaks — forecast for mid-year — as eco-
nomic activity will continue to slow as 
consumers keep their wallets and purses 
closed in response to uncertainty.

As more jobs become affected, a 
downward economic spiral begins. A 
2016 study by the International Monetary 
Fund estimated that a 1 per cent growth 
slowdown in China could cut an aver-
age 0.25 per cent off the growth rates of 
Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and the 

Philippines. Official Chinese think tanks 
are already predicting that the effects of 
the virus on the country’s quarterly GDP 
will be a fall of 1 per cent, but others have 
forecast a 2 per cent slump.

Amid the human tragedies, such crises 
create a chance for the Catholic Church to 
shine. Where it has a presence, it should 
be at the heart of all community-based 
responses. Viruses do not discriminate, 
although people with existing medical 
conditions and the elderly are always 
the most vulnerable. Statistics emerging 
from coronavirus fatalities show this one 
is no different.

The Church is already playing a major 
role where it has hospitals, with Hong 
Kong being a prime example. The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region has 
half a dozen Catholic hospitals that are 
networked into the city’s health system 
and receive funding from the territory’s 
government. These include Caritas Medi-
cal Centre, which has become a signifi-
cant facility for dealing with the virus.

As the virus continues to spread in the 
region, diocesan services and Catholic 
community groups will have a part to 
play. Such crises are a time for Church 
leaders to focus on the pastoral duties that 
so many of them, clinging to the clerical-
ist habits that Pope Francis so deplores, 
have let slip.

As people lose their jobs and small 
business owners face tough times, the 
Church has a familiar but vital role to 
play in helping people. — By Michael 
Sainsbury, LCI (international.la-croix.
com)

Virus crisis gives the 
Church a chance to shine
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Vietnamese citizens repatriated from Wuhan, where the novel coronavirus originated, 
wait in a queue after their arrival at Van Don airport in Vietnam’s Quang Ninh province 
on Feb 10, 2020. (ucanews.com/Son Nguyen via AFP)

Global spread of the Wuhan Coronavirus
Total Deaths

1018
Confirmed Cases

43101
Countries Impacted

28
Total Recovered

4043
People Quarantined

56M

* As of February 11, 2020
Source: www.worldometers.info/coronavirus Source: www.statista.com
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ROME: Collaboration between Ital-
ian and Chinese researchers on coro-
navirus mutations: this is what Rome 
Biomedical Campus university stu-
dent Domenico Benvenuto hopes for 
as 10 days ago he discovered the ge-
netic point where coronavirus mutates 
and attacks humans, a fundamental 
discovery for the search for effective 
therapies against the epidemic that is 
spreading throughout China and in 
the world. The research director, Dr 
Massimo Ciccozzi, and Domenico 
Benvenuto (pic) tend 
to emphasise that the 
epidemic is fought 
with quarantine and 
isolation and that there 
is no need for racist and 
“synophobic” behav-
iour. One detail: the young researcher 
was born in the same city as Giovanni 
da Montecorvino, the first bishop of 
Beijing (1247-1328).

The Rome Biomedical Campus has 
collaborated with China since the time 
of Sars (2003). In the following years, 
a Chinese delegation came to Italy to 
study its care models and initiate Bei-
jing’s health care reform. From those 
contacts, the China-Italy-Shaanxi 
Vacational Training Programme was 
born. The Istituto Superiore di Sanità 
and the Rome Biomedical Campus 
also worked with Chinese researchers 
from Xi’an Medical University and 
Provincial People’s Hospital.

See right for the interview with Dr 
Massimo Ciccozzi and Domenico 
Benvenuto.

Italian and Chinese researchers                                             
work together on coronavirus mutations

Prof Ciccozzi, we are facing a new com-
mon enemy, how can we defeat it?
The epidemic stops with quarantine and isolation, 
precautionary measures that, the Chinese first, and 
gradually we and all other countries, have already 
adopted.

Your team has reconstructed what we can 
call the “family tree” of the coronavirus 
and its mutant gene. What more can you 
tell us?
We made a mathematical model that serves to 
show how this protein underwent a mutation at 
a specific point that allowed it to move from bats 
to humans. The Journal of Medical Virology and 
Pathogen and Global Heath have already pub-
lished our work and other articles are about to be 
published in prestigious scientific journals. The au-
thor of this discovery is Domenico Benvenuto who 
will now explain the details.

D.B .: This protein is the Spike glycoprotein 
that is outside the Coronavirus and pretends to be 
a molecule that is already physiologically present 
in our body. So when it encounters the receptor re-
sponsible for connecting to that molecule, the virus 
takes advantage of it: as it is similar to this protein, 
it attacks and begins to enter the human cell and 
viral contagion occures.

What weapons are there against this   
protein?
We studied it from a genetic point of view and 
through the sequences we reconstructed the protein 
and through homology models we recreated the 
three-dimensional protein.

Will your study help develop a specific 
vaccine?
Certainly it puts the mutations that are present in 
this protein in a different light and identifies some 
amino acids that have changed and that are typical 

of this virus, just like the knurling of a key that are 
different for each lock. We have identified some of 
the typical knurling of the virus.

How do you explain the fear of contagion 
that is feeding a certain synophobia these 
days?
This fear of the Chinese community is unmotivat-
ed. Attention must certainly be paid to people who 
have come from, or have stayed in, areas where 
there are viruses and epidemics. But it is not said 
that they are Chinese. In any case, synophobia is 
an irrational fear.

A few days after your unpublished study, 
the coronavirus was isolated and se-
quenced at the Spallanzani Institute in 
Rome. You are first in the world, they 
are first in Europe. In Padua, on the oth-
er hand, Italian researchers created the 
synthesis of the rapid diagnostic kit for 
coronavirus. The third result for Italian re-
search in just three days. What can such 
research say to Chinese research friends?
These important results are part of an international 

network of collaboration between researchers. The 
results are shared online and validated from a sci-
entific point of view where they can be used by 
everyone. This is already a first phase of collabora-
tion with the Chinese. This time they shared their 
information in a timely manner and immediately 
implemented control measures, so as an interna-
tional community of researchers, we can all work 
together to stem this epidemic.

Can the results obtained develop research 
in Chinese laboratories?
To my knowledge, it seems to me that in Hong 
Kong they have already identified some possible 
therapies. They too are already at work.

Montecorvino Rovella, your hometown 
(just 15,000 inhabitants) is well known in 
China. Or am I wrong?
Well, there is a coincidence that makes me smile. 
Giovanni da Montecorvino, the first Catholic bish-
op of Beijing, who is revered as a saint in China, 
is my fellow citizen: he and I come from the same 
village near Salerno. — By Giuseppe Pezzolla, 
AsiaNews

Coronavirus: Cardinal 
Alencherry calls for vigilance

KOCHI: Cardinal George Alencherry  (pic) in 
southern India has asked people to be vigilant 
and strictly follow government instructions 
to check the spread of the coronavirus after 
Kerala declared the epidemic “a state calam-
ity” on Feb 3.

The southern state of 33 mil-
lion people, about 20 per cent of 
them Christians, reported all of 
India’s three confirmed cases of 
virus infection in students who 
returned from Wuhan, the Chi-
nese city that first reported the 
virus in December.

Cardinal Alencherry, head of 
the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar 
Church and of the regional bish-
ops’ council, appealed to people 
to exercise maximum caution.

State Health Minister K.K. Shailaja on Feb 
3 confirmed India’s third case of infection and 
said some 2,200 people, mostly those who re-
turned recently from China, are under obser-
vation.

Hundreds of people travel from Kerala to 
China for business, while 13,000 Indians, 
mostly from Kerala, also study in Chinese uni-
versities. Kerala remains the only Indian state 
where the presence of the deadly disease has 
been detected.

In a bid to beef up preventive measures, 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan declared the 
virus a “state calamity.”

A senior official from the health department 

said the declaration means the entire state ma-
chinery will gear up to face the situation and 
medical officers on leave would have to re-
port for duty. Special control rooms have been 
opened in all the state’s 14 districts.

“The calamity-hit state has 
kept 2,239 people, who trav-
elled from virus-affected coun-
tries including China, under 
surveillance,” a state bulletin 
said. “Among them, as many 
as 2,155 are under home quar-
antine and 84 admitted to iso-
lation wards in different hospi-
tals.”

The state health minister 
warned of legal action against 
those who fail to report to au-

thorities after returning from China, where the 
epidemic has claimed over 400 lives so far.

“What they are doing by not reporting is 
very dangerous,” she said. “Those who re-
main under observation and home quarantine 
are doing a great job for society. We should be 
thankful to them. All the 2,239 persons under 
observation came to us directly, saying they 
came from China.”

Cardinal Alencherry said the state is going 
through “a difficult situation” and urged peo-
ple to “support the government and its initia-
tive” to contain the virus from spreading any 
further.The prelate also sought prayers for 
medical professionals who are working over-
time to help infected people. — Matters India

Online fury at death of ‘everyday 
hero’ Dr Li Wenliang 
BEIJING:  Li Wenliang (pic), the doctor who 
first raised the alarm about the coronavirus and 
who the police silenced, died in the hospital 
after contracting the infection from a patient. 
His death - first denied, then admitted by the 
state media - is provoking ferocious comments 
on the web, even if the internet police cancel 
most of them.

Last December, the 34-year-old ophthalmol-
ogist sent messages to his colleagues warning 
them of a virus similar to that of Sars. But the 
internet police immediately intervened and 
accused him of “spreading rumours” that dis-
turb public order. He later contracted the virus 
and was interned in Wuhan Central Hospital. 
The photo we publish is a “selfie” that he has 
published on social media. According to some 
media reports, Li is married and his wife is due 
to have a son in June.

His death at Wuhan Central Hospital 
sparked a series of comments celebrating Li 
as an “everday hero” who gave his life for his 
people, in contrast to the “fat leaders” who 
kept the news of the virus silent for more than 
40 days, interested in maintaining “stability” 
and their power.

Other posts call for human rights, freedom 
of expression and press freedom, given that it 
is precisely this lack that led to the epidemic. 
Still others demand that the Wuhan govern-
ment apologise to Li Wenliang.

From a government point of view, Wuhan 
authorities only said that they are “sorry” for 

the doctor’s 
death. The cen-
tral government 
has been busy 
trying to “dose” 
the news of his 
death.

News of Li 
We n l i a n g ’ s 
death emerged 
around 9.30pm 
Feb 6 evening, also reported by Party media 
outlets, the Global Times and the People’s Dai-
ly. But hours later the news was cancelled, say-
ing that Li Wenliang was actually undergoing 
special treatment. Journalists and doctors say 
members of the government came to the hos-
pital, forcing everyone to change their posts, 
saying the doctor was still alive. But around 
3.00am, the doctors announced his death.

Meanwhile, the situation in China is increas-
ingly serious. At 10 o’clock Feb 8 morning, of-
ficial figures say that deaths due to the corona-
virus have risen to 637; there are 31211 cases 
of infection; 26369 suspected cases.

Testimonials from Wuhan say medical per-
sonnel cannot cope with all the requests for 
treatment and analysis related to the virus. In 
the newly built hospitals and conference rooms 
transformed into medical rooms, crowds of 
patients lie on the ground and no doctor has 
been seen for days. — By Wang Zhicheng, 
AsiaNews



What does it mean to be 
big-hearted, magnani-
mous?

Once, during a baseball game 
in high school, an umpire made a 
very unfair call against our team. 
Our whole team was indignant 
and all of us began to shout an-
grily at the umpire, swearing at 
him, calling him names, loudly 
venting our anger. But one of our 
teammates didn’t follow suit. In-
stead of shouting at the umpire 
he kept trying to stop the rest of 
us from doing so. “Let it go!” he 
kept telling us, “Let it go – we’re 
bigger than this!” Bigger than 
what? He wasn’t referring to 
the umpire’s immaturity, but to 
our own. And we weren’t “big-
ger than this”, at least not then. 
Certainly I wasn’t. I couldn’t 
swallow an injustice. I wasn’t 
big enough.

But something stayed with me 
from that incident, the challenge 
to “be bigger” inside the things 
that slight us. I don’t always 
succeed, but I’m a better person 
when I do, more big-hearted, just 
as I am more petty and smaller 
of heart when I don’t.

But just as our teammate chal-
lenged us all those years ago, we 

remain challenged to “be big-
ger” than the pettiness within a 
moment.  That invitation lies at 
the very heart of Jesus’ moral 
challenge in the Sermon on the 
Mount, There he invites us to 
have “a virtue that’s deeper than 
that of the Scribes and the Phari-
sees”. And there’s more hidden 
in that statement than first meets 
the eye because the Scribes and 
Pharisees were very virtuous 
people. They strove hard always 
to be faithful to all the precepts 
of their faith and were people 
who believed in and practised 
strict justice. They didn’t make 
unfair calls as umpires! But in-
side of all of that goodness they 
still lacked something that the 
Sermon on the Mount invites 
us to, a certain magnanimity, 
to have big enough hearts and 
minds that can rise above being 
slighted so as to be bigger than a 
given moment.

Let me offer this example of 
what that can mean: John Paul 
II was the first pope in history to 
speak out unequivocally against 
capital punishment. It’s impor-
tant to note that he didn’t say that 
capital punishment was wrong. 
Biblically we do have the right to 

practise it. John Paul conceded 
that. However, and this is the les-
son, he went on to say that, while 
we may in justice practise capital 
punishment, we shouldn’t do it 
because Jesus calls us to some-
thing higher, namely, to forgive 
sinners and not execute them. 
That’s magnanimity, that’s being 
bigger than the moment we’re 
caught up within.

Thomas Aquinas, in his moral 
astuteness, makes a distinction 
that one doesn’t often hear either 
in Church teachings or in com-
mon sense. Thomas says that a 
certain thing can be sin for one 
person and yet not for another. In 

essence, something can be a sin 
for someone who is big-hearted, 
even as it is not a sin for some-
one who is petty and small of 
heart. Here’s an example:  In a 
wonderfully challenging com-
ment, Thomas once wrote that it 
is a sin to withhold a compliment 
from someone who genuinely de-
serves it because in doing so we 
are withholding from that person 
some of the food upon which he 
or she needs to live. But in teach-
ing this, Thomas is clear that this 
is a sin only for someone who is 
big-hearted, magnanimous and 
at a certain level of maturity. 
Someone who is immature, self-
centred and petty of heart is not 
held to the same moral and spir-
itual standard.

How is this possible, isn’t a sin 
a sin, irrespective of person? Not 
always. Whether or not some-
thing is a sin or not and the se-
riousness of a sin depends upon 
the depth and maturity within 
a relationship. Imagine this: A 
man and his wife have such a 
deep, sensitive, caring, respect-
ful and intimate relationship so 
that the tiniest expressions of af-
fection or neglect speak loudly 
to each other. For example, as 

they part to go their separate 
ways each morning they al-
ways exchange an expression 
of affection, as a parting ritual. 
Now, should either of them ne-
glect that expression of affection 
on an ordinary morning where 
there’s no special circumstance, 
it would be no small, incidental 
matter. Something large would 
be being said. Conversely, con-
sider another couple whose rela-
tionship is not close, where there 
is little care, little affection, little 
respect, and no habit of express-
ing affection upon parting. Such 
neglect would mean nothing. No 
slight, no intent, no harm, no sin, 
just lack of care as usual. Yes, 
some things can be a sin for one 
person and not for another.

We’re invited, both by Jesus 
and by what’s best inside us, to 
become big enough of heart and 
mind to know that it’s a sin not 
to give a compliment, to know 
that even though biblically we 
may do capital punishment we 
still shouldn’t do it, and to know 
that we’re better women and 
men when we are bigger than 
any slight we experience within 
a given moment. — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Magnanimity

LETTERS  TO THE EDITOR                        

Hokkien Chinese New 
Year Celebration

Jesuit provincials 
demand an end to 
Nicaraguan harassment

The Editor, HERALD, 5 Jalan Robertson, 50150 KL.
Fax: 03-20268293   /   mail:letterseditor@herald.com.my
Please include your name and address. 
Letters without name and address will not be entertained.
The Editor reserves the right to edit all letters and 
decides whether to publish them or not.

Send your 
letters to:

HERALD February 16, 2020Varia12

Dear Editor,

The recent island wide Hokkien 
New Year celebration organised 
by the Penang Deanery Chinese 
Apostolate on Feb 1, 2020 and 
held at the Church of the Immacu-
late Conception, Penang, has re-
grettably created mixed responses 
among Catholics and others alike. 
We, as members of the organising 
committee, feel it is important that 
we clarify some misconceptions 
that have been circulating through 
different means of communication.

The event, organised by the 
Penang Deanery Chinese Aposto-
late had two parts: (i) Mass at the 
Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion; (ii) a dinner for all those who 
had come for mass at the hall next 
to the Church.

The celebration of the Hokkien 
New Year is a cultural and histori-
cal event. This was done through 
a thanksgiving Mass, remember-
ing the time in history when God 
saved our ancestors during the 
Ming dynasty. The use of ‘cultural 
elements’ such as sugar cane, ang 
pows, oranges, etc. at the Mass, 

which is permitted by the Church, 
were expressions of our proud her-
itage and history. Though these 
elements may not be a part of our 
lived experiences today, they were 
closely connected to our forefa-
thers, which we gratefully remem-
ber.

It has to be remembered that 
the celebration of the Hokkien 
New Year is not a religious cel-
ebration but a cultural one even 
though some may have misrepre-
sented this fact. The Church has 
often integrated cultural elements, 
for example, language, rituals and 
symbols – that are not opposed to 
Catholic faith and tradition as a 
means of communicating the Gos-
pel to peoples in different parts of 
the world.

Celebrating such events by no 
means takes away the utmost re-
spect and worship which belongs 
to God alone, and our celebration 
at this event was solely directed to 
God the Almighty in thanksgiving 
for all the blessings received.

Some people have taken offence 
at the gifts that were offered dur-
ing the Mass but what was offered 

came from the sincere hearts of the 
people who wanted to give their 
best and express their thanksgiv-
ing to God. Among the gifts were 
flowers, fruits, kuih bakul (ti kueh), 
and a roasted pig. The gifts offered 
were none other than our expres-
sion of gratitude and thanksgiving 
to God for His infinite generosity 
and love.

It was not the intention of the 
Penang Deanery Chinese Apos-
tolate to create confusion among 
the faithful but in the spirit of the 
New Year, merely to celebrate the 
memory of our heritage and to give 
thanks to God. That is why we 
also took great efforts to explain to 
all those who were present at this 
event its meaning and stressed that 
our only focus is God the Almighty, 
who is the source of all blessings.

Msgr Aloysius Tan
Spiritual Advisor of Penang Dean-
ery Chinese Apostolate

Paul Khor
Chairperson, Penang Deanery Chi-
nese Apostolate
February 4, 2020

MEXICO: Jesuit provincials 
have demanded that Nicaraguan 
authorities end a “campaign of 
slander and aggressions” against 
the Jesuit-run Central American 
University in Managua and its 
rector, Jesuit Fr Jose Alberto 
Idiaquez, “as well as other insti-
tutions and people linked to the 
Society of Jesus in Nicaragua.”

A Feb 7 statement published 
by the conference of Jesuit pro-
vincials of Latin America and 
the Caribbean and signed by 
more than 90 supporters — in-
cluding many affiliated with 
Jesuit institutions — said it 
would “hold responsible” the 
president for any harm affecting 
staff or students at the school.

“We deeply regret that the po-
litical crisis in Nicaragua con-
tinues to worsen and the possi-
bility of dialogue between the 
government and the opposition 
has been interrupted, with the 
result being an increase in the 
suffering of the Nicaraguan peo-
ple,” the statement said.

“We denounce most firmly 
and amply possible ... the con-
stant financial, economic and 
physical siege the (university) 
has been subject to in recent 
times,” the statement continued.

The “siege” refers to the uni-
versity not receiving its share 
of the federal budget earmarked 
for education, as it did in the 

past.
The Central American Univer-

sity has been a focal point of op-
position to the regime of Presi-
dent Daniel Ortega and his wife, 
Vice President Rosario Murillo. 
Protesters have been demanding 
their ouster since 2018.

The school has offered refuge 
to those protesting; at times, it 
has been surrounded by security 
forces.

Observers in the country say 
protests now are met with im-
mediate repression from police 
and paramilitaries. Ortega and 
Murillo have referred to protest-
ers and those arrested as “coup 
mongers,” a label also applied 
to Catholic priests and institu-
tions providing spiritual support 
and shelter for protesters under 
attack.

“We denounce the lying and 
slanderous hate media cam-
paign, which — with govern-
ment complacency — has oc-
curred against the (university) 
and the Jesuits, its collaborators 
and, in particular, Fr Idiaquez, 
whom we fully support in his 
service,” the statement said.

“We hold Mr Daniel Ortega 
and Mrs Rosario Murillo re-
sponsible for the security, the 
life and the integrity of the 
(university) and each one of its 
members.” — By David Agren, 
CNS
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BRISTOL, England: A speaker 
from the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Integral Human Development has 
told Justice and Peace campaigners 
in England and Wales that 2020-
2030 should be a “decade for ac-
tion”, responding to “the cry of the 
Earth and the cry of the poor”. He 
urged around 40 Justice and Peace 
activists “to ignite our parishes”, 
inspired by Laudato Si’, which he 
described as “a wonderful docu-
ment”. The way we are organis-
ing our society is destroying God’s 
creation, he said, and parishes 
could play a huge role in protecting 
nature and promoting justice and 
peace.

Fr Augusto Zampini was address-
ing the National Justice and Peace 
Network (NJPN) meeting in Bristol 
on Saturday Feb 8. Hosted by Clift-
on J&P Commission, the meeting 
took as its theme Our Common 
Home - creative responses. Origi-
nally from Argentina, Fr Augusto 
is Director of Development and 
Faith at the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Integral Human Development. A 
former student at Bath University, 
and a consultant for a time with 
CAFOD, he was involved in prepa-
rations for last October’s Amazon 

Synod at the Vatican. 
“We must connect science to 

faith,” Fr Zampini urged, pointing 
out that scientists have warned for 
decades about climate change and 
that anticipated changes are already 
underway. “Don’t accept the narra-
tive denying what the scientists are 
saying,” he said, and he called for 
listeners to take seriously the mis-
sion of Pope Francis to point out 
the human roots of “unprecedented 
social-economic-ecological cri-
ses”. The consumerist and throw-
away culture were among the prob-
lems identified and the failure to 

value other creatures and give them 
space to live. He used the word 
‘Ecocide’ several times to explain 
what is happening, and highlighted 
Paragraph 74 of Laudato Si’ which 
suggests that “injustice is not invin-
cible”.

Fr Zampini felt civil society is 
increasingly speaking out on the 
streets because of the lack of po-
litical will to address fundamental 
issues destroying ‘our common 
home’. Showing a satellite image of 
Australia in January, with hundreds 
of fires burning, he warned that the 
planet is adapting to climate change 
and heading towards becoming a 
planet inhospitable to human life. 
“We will have a different house if 
nothing is done,” he said.

Following Fr Augusto’s talk, Phil 
Kingston, of Holy Family, Patch-
way, and a member of Christian 
Climate Action explained why he 
has been involved in civil disobedi-
ence and advised on how to cope 
with anxieties over “our common 
home”. He has been arrested sev-
eral times recently for nonviolent 
direct action highlighting inad-
equate action on climate change 
and the link between environ-
mental destruction and the global 

economy. He expressed admiration 
for the leadership offered by Pope 
Francis in Laudato Si’ to hear “the 
cry of the Earth and the cry of the 
poor”. He feels only a widespread 
movement of civil disobedience 
will force politicians and leaders of 
corporations to meet the challenges 
of our times. Nikki Jones, founder 
of local charity, Avon Needs Trees, 
spoke about buying land between 
Chippenham and Calne for refor-
estation.

NJPN business includes discus-
sion of plans for the July 2020 an-
nual conference, being planned by 
the Northern Dioceses Environ-
mental Group, the NJPN Environ-
ment Group, Nottingham Diocese 
J&P and Green Christian. It aims 
to update Christian witness for 
justice and peace in the light of re-
cent developments in papal teach-
ing, thinking on integral ecology, 
movements such as ‘Extinction 
Rebellion’ and scientific advice to 
policy makers. Systemic change to 
address economic-ecological crises 
will be explored and inspirational 
initiatives which lower carbon 
footprints and build a sustainable 
future.

The event at St Nicholas of To-

lentino Parish Hall was attended 
by Justice and Peace fieldworkers 
and activists from Clifton and other 
dioceses including Arundel and 
Brighton, Birmingham, Cardiff, 
East Anglia, Hallam, Liverpool and 
Westminster. They were joined by 
organisations, including CAFOD 
and Pax Christi, and religious, such 
as the Columbans.

CAFOD highlighted its ‘Genera-
tions Unite’ initiative, where each 
diocese has been partnered with a 
young climate leader or group from 
the global south to be inspired by 
and accompany during 2020. It is 
hoped this will enable people to 
adapt to a warming world and ad-
dress the climate crisis. Pax Christi 
have a new nonviolence initiative 
for Lent. NonvioLent is inspired 
by Pope Francis’ call to ‘set aside 
every act of violence in thought, 
word and deed’ and by the work of 
the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative 
to share widely an understanding 
of nonviolence as both a way of 
life and a gospel approach to chal-
lenging injustice. The Columbans 
reminded the meeting that Feb 14 
was the closing date for their young 
journalists’ competition, Tackling 
our Throwaway Culture. — ICN

Fr Augusto Zampini Davies

VATICAN: The Global Compact 
on Education is an initiative, pro-
moted by the Vatican and by Pope 
Francis who has invited leaders of 
world religions, international and 
humanitarian organisations as well 
as representatives of all branches 
of civil society to commit to shape 
the future of humanity by form-
ing mature individuals who can 
overcome division and care for the 
planet.

It will be held on May 14 at the 
Vatican. The Pope issued the invi-
tation in a message in September 
2019 in which he said “Never be-
fore has there been such need to 

unite our efforts in a broad edu-
cational alliance, to form mature 
individuals capable of overcoming 
division and antagonism, and to 
restore the fabric of relationships 
for the sake of a more fraternal hu-
manity.”

In the lead-up and following the 
event, which takes place on the 
fifth anniversary of the encyclical 
Laudato Sì, a series of thematic 
seminars and workshops have 
been organised relating to human 
rights, peacebuilding, interreli-
gious dialogue as well as issues 
directly concerning the Pact for 
Education.

The Pontifical Academy for So-
cial Sciences hosted one of these 
on Feb 6 and 7 entitled Education. 
The Global Compact. The diverse 
panel includes men and women 
who are engaged in all levels of 
education both in developing 
countries and in rich nations. 

Discussion focuses on how to 
make education in public schools 
more human and equitable, more 
engaging and fulfilling, more rel-
evant to the disparate needs of 
economies and societies around 
the world. 

It also examines the promise of 
technology to reach and engage 
children who currently have little 
or no opportunities for learning 
and addresses the effects of grow-
ing inequality and unchecked cli-
mate change on education as well 
as the tools to reverse the effects 
of both.

As the Pope explained, the 
“Global Compact on Education” 
is an educational pact in which to 
invest in the talents of all, to raise 
awareness and create a wave of re-
sponsibility for the common good 
of humanity, starting with young 
people (and always placing the hu-
man person at the centre).

In charge of coordinating the 
event is Archbishop Angelo Vin-
cenzo Zani, Secretary of the 
Congregation for Catholic Edu-
cation.— By Linda Bordoni,                  
Vatican News

Pope Francis addresses participants Feb 7, 2020, at a Vatican conference on 
promoting a “global compact” for improving education by building an alliance 
among parents, teachers, governments and social and religious institutions. 
The conference was sponsored by the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Vatican event paves the way to 
Global Compact on Education

This must be the decade for 
action, inspired by Laudato Si’

SONADA, India:  An NGO in 
the Darjeeling Hills working for 
clean environment has launched 
its first Zero Waste Store at 8th 
Mile Stream between Gorabari 
and Chattakpur villages on NH 55 
(Hill Cart Road), on February 7.

The store located at tourist taxi 
stop at 8th Mile, and specialises 
in locally prepared snacks like po-
tato chips, biscuits, channachur, 
some eight items in all, which are 
not packaged in plastic bags.

“We serve them fresh, without 
the plastic packages,”said CEO 
of the TIEEDI (Take It Easy, Easy 
Does It) NGO host Mr Utsov 
Pradhan.

They also sell items like comb, 
pipe, tooth brush, pen holder and 
other household items made from 
Bamboo, as well as home made 
marmalade, potted plants and 
book marks, book / laptop cov-
ers, purses and other items made 
of ethnic fabric, hand woven bags, 
coasters and other items made of 
jute.

“As social entrepreneurs we 
have been working on solutions 
that solve the waste management 
crisis in our hills and this store is 
a step towards that goal. Through 
our Zero Waste store we will link 
the consumer demand for every-
day goods to the local self help 
groups, artists, craftsmen, and en-
trepreneurs.”

Mr Pradhan explained the con-
cept saying “Unlike the plastic 
packaging that comes from large 
corporations in large factories in a 

far away land, we will package the 
goods sustainably.”

He added, “We will also be pro-
moting the works of local weav-
ers, artisans and craftsmen who 
work on sustainable products.”

The store has a restaurant that 
caters to the taste buds of the cus-
tomers by promoting food pro-
duced by organic farmers and by 
highlighting the benefits of the in-
digenous super foods.

Among the NGOs from the hills 
present at the event were Scaven-
gers, a group consisting of young 
people, mostly students below 21 
years from Darjeeling, as well as 
Mukh Bandh, Kaam Suru (Shut 
Up, Start Working) another youth 
based NGO from Darjeeling, as 
well as WWF Zero Waste Hima-
laya from Darjeeling, as well as 
NGOs from Kalimpong and Gang-
tok (Sikkim). — Matters India

NGO opens zero waste store

TiEdi CEO Utsav Pradhan at the 
counter.



Australian Catholic, Muslim leaders 
make interfaith commitment
SYDNEY: Australian Catholic and 
Muslim leaders have adopted an 
interfaith commitment statement 
on the first anniversary of Pope 
Francis and Al-Azhar Grand Mufti 
Dr Ahmed al-Tayyeb signing the 
Document on Human Fraternity.

The anniversary was marked 
at an event at Australian Catholic 
University’s North Sydney campus 
attended by dozens of people from 
the two faith traditions.

Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana, 
the apostolic nuncio to Australia, 
and Bishop Michael McKenna, 
chair of the Bishops’ Commission 
for Christian Unity and Inter-reli-
gious Dialogue, were among the 
Catholic leaders at the event, along 
with Melkite Bishop Robert Rab-
bat, Chaldean Archbishop Amel 
Nona and Sydney Auxiliary Bishop 
Terry Brady.

Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammed, 
the Grand Mufti of Australia, and 
Sheik Shafiq Abdullah Khan, chair 
of the Australian Islamic Cultural 
Centre, signed the document on be-
half of Australian Muslims.

A representative of the embassy 
of the United Arab Emirates, where 
the Document on Human Fraternity 
was signed in February 2019, was 
on hand. Members of other faith 
communities were also at the event.

The Australian document – 
signed by Bishop McKenna, ACU 
deputy vice-chancellor Professor 
Hayden Ramsay on behalf of the 
Catholic Church – upholds, recog-
nises and commits to a number of 
values.

It upholds the concept of citizen-
ship and the “capacity of every per-
son to pursue the good and the true, 
through the exercise of the freedom 
of belief, thought expression and 
action”.

It recognises all human beings, 
“as children of God by divine 
grace”, as brothers and sisters. It 
recognises the role of religions in 
achieving and maintaining peace 
in the world, the contributions re-
ligions make and the equality of 
dignity of all people, regardless of 
age, sex or race.

It commits to fraternity between 
believers, non-believers and people 
of good will and to the rejection 
of violence, hate, extremism and 
“the shedding of blood throughout 
the world”. The leaders also com-
mitted to making the Document 
on Human Fraternity an object of 
research and reflection in learning 
environments.

Archbishop Yllana said the doc-
ument signed in February 2019 
was “rich in content as well as in 
significance” and has a relevance 
for all people of good will.

“The Document on Human 
Fraternity represents a milestone 
on the path to inter-religious dia-
logue,” he said.

“It aims to contribute positively 
to building a world founded on 
peace and justice with all peoples 
recognising each other as broth-
ers and sisters, precisely because 

every person has his or her origin 
in the creating love and power of 
the same God.”

Bishop McKenna said people 
of faith are being marginalised in 
a number of contexts and a shared 
effort to safeguard their rights to 
belief and expression is critical.

“It is important for us to under-
stand how deeply we people who 
believe in God need to understand 
and support one another in the face 
of forces which would seek to ban-
ish religion altogether,” he said.

“I hope [signing the Interfaith 
Commitment Statement] will be 
another small step in setting up the 
way to put into practice the fine 
words of this document, which we 
celebrate today.”

Dr Mohammed, in words trans-
lated at the event, spoke of how 
the Australian document has the 
potential to combat the extremism 
that “destroys our people and our 
lands”.

“We are here to emphasise that 
Muslims and Catholics in Aus-
tralia, among other faiths, have a 
common cause in agreeing to the 
principles established in the cov-
enant for peaceful coexistence,” he 
said. — Catholic Outlook

Australian Catholic and Muslim leaders with the signed interfaith commitment 
statement. (Catholic Outlook/Giovanni Portelli via Archdiocese of Sydney)
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JAKARTA: Many people prob-
ably thought that digging tunnels is 
just as good a way to build bridges 
in interfaith dialogue after Indo-
nesian President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo gave the green light for 
the construction of an underpass 
to connect Jakarta’s Istiqlal Grand 
Mosque to St Mary of the Assump-
tion Cathedral.

The two buildings are located 
in Central Jakarta, in the heart of 
the capital, facing each other. For 
Widodo, the underpass will en-
courage brotherhood between the 
two religious communities.

During an inspection of the on-
going work, Widodo told reporters 
that “this will be a ‘friendship’ tun-
nel. Someone suggested building 
a link between the two places of 
worship. I agreed. People will no 
longer have to cross the street.”

Minister of State Secretariat 

Pratikno, Religious Affairs Minis-
ter Fachrul Razi, and Minister of 
Public Works and Public Housing 
Basuki Hadimuljono accompanied 
the president.

The renovation works of the 
largest mosque in Southeast Asia 
began in May 2019. Widodo hopes 
that it will be completed before 
Ramadan 2020 (which will begin 
on Apr 23). To that end, the gov-
ernment has earmarked 475 billion 
rupees (US million).

For most Indonesians, the Grand 
Istiqlal Mosque (built between 
1961 and 1978) has always been a 
symbol of interfaith dialogue since 
it was designed by a Christian ar-
chitect, Frederich Silaban.

Sukarno, Indonesia’s founder 
and first president, wanted the 
mosque to be built near the As-
sumption Cathedral and Immanuel 
Protestant Church as a show of na-

tional unity, religious harmony and 
tolerance.

Every year, many interfaith and 
intercommunal initiatives are un-
dertaken during the main Muslim 
and Catholic religious holidays as 
a token of friendship and outreach, 
going far beyond simple courtesy 
visits.

For example, thanks to Cardinal 
Ignatius Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo, 
archbishop of Jakarta, Masses at 
the cathedral are rescheduled on 
the day when the world’s most 
populous Islamic country stops to 
celebrate Aidilfitri to allow Mus-
lims to use the church’s parking lot.

At Christmas and Easter, mem-
bers of the country’s two major 
moderate Islamic organisations 
(Nahdlatul Ulama and Muham-
madiyah) provide security to the 
church and Catholic faithful. — 
AsiaNews/Agencies

Friendship tunnel will soon 
link mosque and cathedral

The St Mary of the Assumption Cathedral and Istiqlal Grand Mosque are 
located in Central Jakarta, in the heart of the capital, facing each other. 
(Asianews photo)

ABU DHABI: Interfaith leaders 
gathered in Abu Dhabi to mark 
one year since Pope Francis’ his-
toric trip to the Arabian Peninsula, 
a visit that saw leading Muslim 
clerics gather alongside the Pope 
to promote co-existence.

The United Arab Emirates has 
worked to promote itself over the 
past year as a beacon of religious 
tolerance, despite its hard limits 
on political speech. The major-
ity of the country’s population are 
not Emirati Muslim citizens, but 
foreigners, millions of whom are 
Christian and Hindu.

Abu Dhabi hosted the meeting 
to showcase its continued efforts 
in promoting interfaith dialogue 
as it prepares to break ground 
this year on a compound that will 
house a mosque, church and syna-
gogue side by side. The Abrahamic 
House of Fraternity project is due 
to be completed in 2022.

In the neighbouring emirate 
of Dubai, an unmarked villa has 
already been turned into a syna-
gogue.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia, 
along with other Gulf states, have 
been expanding their outreach to 
Christian groups, like evangeli-
cals, and Jewish organizations. 
The effort coincides with a broader 
alignment of political interests and 
ties emerging between Gulf Arab 
states and Israel, which share a 
common foe in Iran.

A US rabbi, a representative of 
the Catholic church and a trained 
sheikh from Egypt’s Al-Azhar, 
the revered 1,000-year-old seat of 
Sunni Islamic learning, attended 
the briefing where they discussed 
ongoing interfaith efforts.

Senior Rabbi at the Washing-

ton Hebrew Congregation, Bruce 
Lustig, insisted his participation 
on this visit was “apolitical”.

“We are here as a forum for 
peace for the whole human fam-
ily, so I am delighted when there 
are greater ties with the state of Is-
rael,” he said.

“I am delighted when there’s 
opportunities to bring justice and 
peace to so many people who have 
so many injustices in the world.”

Israel’s treatment of Palestinians 
and the sanctity of one of Islam’s 
holiest sites in Jerusalem remain 
obstacles to full normalisation. 
Like most of the Arab world, the 
UAE does not have formal diplo-
matic relations with Israel.

Pope Francis’ trip last year 
marked the first ever papal visit to 
the Arabian Peninsula. He ended 
his trip with a mass for 180,000 
Christians, capping a visit that 
emphasised the presence of minor-
ity Christians in the region and a 
greater understanding with Islam.

During his trip, Francis also 
participated in a conference on 
interreligious dialogue and signed 
a “human fraternity” document to 
promote coexistence and confront 
extremism with the Grand Imam 
of Al-Azhar, Ahmed el-Tayeb.

Just before he departed for Abu 
Dhabi last year, the Pope appealed 
for an end to Yemen’s humanitar-
ian crisis, saying the “cries of these 
children and their parents rise up” 
to God.

The UAE is a key member of 
the Saudi-led coalition at war with 
Yemen’s Iran-aligned rebels. The 
conflict has driven Yemen to the 
brink of famine and caused the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. 
— NCR

Abu Dhabi marks 
interfaith effort a year 

after Pope’s visit



In today's Gospel reading Jesus 
was talking about the laws of God. 
Some people thought that He 

would take away the old law that 
God had given the Jews. But Je-
sus said that He didn't come to 
do away with the law. He came to 

fulfill the law. The old laws tell us 
the things that we shouldn't do, 
like worshipping false gods or kill-
ing people or stealing. 
Jesus is telling us that just 

obeying the commandments isn't 
enough. He wants us to do eve-

rything out of love. If you really 
love a person then of course you 
won't kill them! 
But He says you shouldn't get 

angry at them either. You wouldn't 
steal from someone you love - but 
wouldn't you want to be generous 

to them instead? Jesus says that 
the Ten Commandments are very 
important, but we have to do more 
than just obey them. We need to 
love! 

Aunty Eliz

God told Noah to build a huge boat called an ark. Then God told 
him to bring his family and two of every kind of creature into the 
ark. The flood came but Noah, his family and the animals were safe. 
When the flood was over God put a rainbow in the sky and prom-
ised never to flood the whole earth again.  (Genesis 6: 9-17) 

Find and circle a dog bone, a leaf, a Bible and an apple hidden in the picture. 

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and 
there remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 

go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 
(Mat 5:23-24)

Guide the disciples up the mountain so Jesus can 
teach them the beatitudes. 

Colour the 
picture 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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PURUN, Kuala Penyu: Ear-
lier this year, the Kenin-
gau Diocese Youth Team 

(TPBK) held  a recollection focus-
ing on Christus Vivit at the Purun 
Retreat Centre. More than 112 
youth participated in this recol-
lection. 

Christus Vivit is a post-synodal apostolic 
exhortation of Pope Francis, written in re-
sponse to the 15th Ordinary General As-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops on young 
people, faith and vocational discernment.

According to Roney Eming, coordina-
tor of the Keningau Diocese Youth Com-
mission, the word Christus Vivit, meaning 
“Christ is Alive” is based on the title of a 
document written by the Pope Francis him-
self. He added that this theme will not only 
be used in this recollection but will also be 
a study reference for the Youth Comission 
and Committee in the Keningau Diocese. 

The participants were given brief expla-
nations of every chapter in Christus Vivit. 
For example, in Chapter One, Pope Francis 
addresses how young people and youth are 
addressed in the scriptures, highlighting 
that young people should have hope, not 
be discouraged and how they must respect 
those elders around them. 

One of the chapters in Christus 
Vivit that captured the partici-
pants’ attention was chap-
ter three: You are the 
“now” of 

God. This chapter focussed on the modern 
culture of young people and the challenges 
– image, identity and the digital age. Pope 
Francis speaks about the positives of en-
hanced communication and engagement 
but also warns of its limitations, “blocking 
the development of authentic interpersonal 
relationships”.

The participants were also guided on 
how to organise a youth programme in 
their parish. They were reminded to share 
their faith with others and learn to listen to 
those in need. 

At the end of the recollection, the par-
ticipants have noted that many important 
underlying themes permeate much of Pope 
Francis’ Christus Vivit. At the same time, 
the youths felt inspired, motivated to re-

spond to God’s call to become the 
“now” of God. — By 

Juanis Marcus, Youth 
Commission Media, 
Diocese of Keningau

The youths work in groups to find new ideas.

Respond to God’s 
call to become

the “now” of God

HERALD

YOUTHYOUTH
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Dear young people, 
make the most of 

these years of your youth. 
Don’t observe life from a balcony. 

Don’t confuse happiness 
with an armchair, or 

live your life behind a screen. 
Whatever you do, 

do not become the sorry sight 
of an abandoned vehicle! 

Don’t be parked cars, 
but dream freely 

and make good decisions. 
Take risks, even if it means 
making mistakes. Don’t go 

through life anaesthetised or 
approach the world like tourists.



Journeying
SANDAKAN: The boys from St Mary’s 
Hostel participated in the Journeying 
with You programme at the Fr Mulder 
Catechetical Centre Jan 23-26. 

About 42 students, including four 
post-SPM students, joined this pro-
gramme, the climax of their visits from 
June-November 2019. 

This programme is a joint venture 
of the St Mary's Hostel Administration, 
Diocese Youth Apostolate (DYA) and 
Parish Youth Apostolate (PYA) led 
by programme coordinator, Ronald 
Aloysius Premus.

Journeying with You began with 
an introduction, the Time of Life, ice-
breaking and Expectation Check. 
The participants shared that some of 
them had mixed feelings on partici-
pating as the programme was during 
the Chinese New Year holidays. How-
ever, they still made time to be pre-
sent . They ended the session with a 
symbolic unity dance Hinei Mah Tov.

After the session, the 
participants were divided into four 
groups; FAITH, HOPE, JOY and LOVE. 
They were given tasks to complete 
throughout the programme. The stu-
dents adjourned to St Mary’s Cathe-
dral for adoration at night.

Sr Rusiah Garuk, fsic led the morning 
prayer on the following day. Deacon 
Stephen Esquerra, the presenter for 
the morning session, led them on a 
journey to rediscover themselves. They 
were asked to reflect on who they are 

by drawing a picture of themselves. 
Then, the drawings were shared.

In the afternoon, they watched 
a video Father’s Love Letter. The 
message from the video touched 
on the father’s everlasting love 
and how much each and eve-

ryone is cherished by God. This 
session was conducted by Justine 

Marcus. He reminded them that their 
presence in this world was a gift – a 
gift that they need to appreciate. 

Then, Vanessa William spoke on 
Does Jesus love me? There is no de-
nying that they felt inadequate but 
like the stories in the Bible, there are 
people who face doubts, disappoint-
ments, weaknesses and shortcomings. 
But God still loves them because they 
are His children. This helped them to 
see how much God loves them when-
ever they face their ups and down.

The next day focused on the family 
which is also a gift from God. In reality, 

there is no 
perfect family and as a family, we 
should help one another to make 
our family better. Eva Siruno, from the 
Sandakan Diocese Family Life Ser-
vices Commission was the presenter. 
She wanted them to understand 
their family, especially their parents, 
because parents play an important 
role. This session touched the partici-
pants, as many of them came from 
broken families. Though they may 
seem happy from the outside,  this 
problem won’t be solved if it is not 
acknowledged. Through this 
session, they learnt to open 
up and seek forgiveness from 
God during confession. They 
ended the day with Taize 
prayer.

On the last day, Sunday 
Mass was celebrated fol-
lowed by the closing of the 
session. 

Ronald Aloysius, who is also 
a staff of St Mary Hostel pre-
sented a short video of them jour-
neying throughout the programme. 

T h r o u g h o u t 
the three days, they had built a 
friendship with the organisers and 
their bonds had grown stronger. He 
hoped through this experience, they 
would be closer to God and accept 
their weakness as a grace from God. 
He also encouraged them to be the 
light of Christ to share the love with 
their family. —   Newsupdate dospo

CHENNAI, India: A schoolgirl, 
who won a bravery award 
after she helped a child es-
cape a trafficker, is to be-
come the inspiration for a 
new anti-slavery campaign 
in India, officials have said.

Carolyn Malsawmtluangi, 
from the northeastern state 
of Mizoram, was honoured by 
the federal government 
on January 26, Repub-
lic Day, for “showing 
exemplary courage” 
after she stopped a hu-
man trafficker who had 
kidnapped a seven-year-old girl 
from a neighboring village.

Malsawmtluangi, 11, first spotted 
the trafficker when playing volleyball 
with friends in June last year but as-
sumed they were a mother and daugh-
ter, and even asked if the young girl 
wanted to join their game.

But after police raised the alarm 
over a trafficker the next day, Mal-
sawmtluangi soon spotted the woman 
again and began talking to her before 
agreeing to take care of the girl while 
the woman ran an errand.

It was then that both girls es-
caped – Malsawmtluangi carry-

ing the child on her shoulders 
and running home while avoid-
ing the stones hurled by the 
angry trafficker.

“If Carolyn had not stopped 
them, the trafficker would have 

disappeared with the little girl,” 
said Khawlhrinj Lalhlupuii, a sec-

retary at the Mizoram State 
Council for Child Welfare 
that recommended her for 
the annual award.
“She was very brave to un-

derstand the danger to the lit-
tle girl and saved her,” she said. “We 

plan to share her story in all schools 
and create awareness on trafficking 
and safety.”

Of the nearly 6,000 victims of hu-
man trafficking in India each year, 
about half were children, according to 
the latest data here from the National 
Crime Records Bureau.

Most are women and children from 
rural areas looking to escape poverty 
– lured to cities each year by traffick-
ers who promise good jobs, but sell 
them into modern day slavery.

More than 60,000 children were 
kidnapped in 2018, the crime bureau 
added, with the majority trafficked for 
marriage, forced labour or into do-
mestic servitude, and rarely reunited 
with their families.

In Mizoram, anti-trafficking efforts 
have been increased in recent years in 
a bid to stem a rise in reported cases.

“We are stepping up our efforts be-
cause young people are increasingly 
getting duped by fake agents promis-
ing jobs,” said Vanlalruata, president 
of the Central Young Mizo Associa-
tion, a charity that works on anti-traf-
ficking programmes.

“This young girl will inspire others 
and bring attention to the problem,” he 
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

with You

HERALD February 16, 2020 YoutH 17

Girl who thwarted trafficker inspires
anti-slavery campaign

Carolyn Malsawmtluangi

You

The National Bravery Awards are 
given to around 25 children be-
tween the ages of six and 18 every 
year.

The recipients, selected from 
across India, are given a medal, a 
certificate, a cash prize, and also 
receive financial assistance to com-
plete their schooling.

In the past, children have won 
awards for foiling robberies, fight-
ing off armed intruders, rescuing 
people from drowning, saving lives 
in a stampede and putting out fires.

“We are very proud and happy,” 
said Lalsangzeli, Malsawmtluangi’s 
mother. “The entire village will cel-
ebrate my brave daughter.”. — By 
Anuradha Nagaraj, Matters India



          

Mass will be offered at the                                                  
Church of Our Mother of Perpetual Help (OMPH), 

Ipoh at 8.00am on 23rd February 2020.
Etched in our hearts you will stay.                               

Fondly remembered by Loved Ones.

1st Year Cherished Memory 40th Anniversary                       
In Ever Loving Memory 

of James Simon

Eternal rest grant unto 
James Simon, O Lord,              
and let perpetual light          

shine upon him.                         
May his soul rest in Peace.

Forever loved                              
and deeply missed by                                                    

Wife: M. Victoria                     
Son: Christopher James 

Simon, Brothers,                       
Sisters & loved ones. 

From the Lord: 22-10-1952    
To the Lord: 14-02-1980

         

Fondly remembered by                                                                
Family and loved ones.

Mary Mirandah
Departed:                            

11th February 1984

36th Anniversary

Thresa Morais
Returned to the Lord on 20th February 2019

Thomas Mirandah
Departed:                        

20th June 1987

33rd Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

See what love the 
Father has given us, 

that we should be 
called children of God; 

and that is what we 
are. The reason the 

world does not know 
us is that it did not 

know him. Beloved, we 
are God’s children 

now; what we will be 
has not yet been 

revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he 
is revealed, we will be 
like him, for we will 

see him as he is.
John 3:1-2

m E m o R i A m
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Patrick Wee
Returned to the Lord      

19-2-2007

“May Patrick’s soul                           
rest in peace.                                       

May his body rest in peace.                                                                      
May his spirit                                       

live for all eternity                            
in the Lord, in the Holy Spirit,                                      

in the company of Mother Mary,                                 
all the Angels and Saints, 

Amen.”

Forever Deeply                                  
Loved in our hearts, 

Wife Bertha, 
Son Edmund,

Daughter and Son-in-law
Angela & Jit Fu

YAHWEH FORMED ME AT THE BEGINNING
Yahweh created me first, at the beginning of His works.

He formed me from of old, from eternity, even before the earth.
The abyss did not exist when I was born,

the springs of the sea had not gushed forth,
the mountains were still not set in their place nor the hills, 
when I was born before He made the earth or countryside,

or the first grains of the world’s dust.
I was there when He made the skies 

and drew the earth’s compass on the abyss,
when He formed the clouds above 

and when the springs of the ocean emerged;
when He made the seas with its limits, that it might not overflow.

When He laid the foundations of the earth,
I was close beside Him, the designer of His works,

and I was His daily delight, forever playing in His presence, 
playing throughout the world  and delighting to be with the sons of men.

Proverbs 8:22-31

13th Anniversary                            
In Ever Loving Memory of

To Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit and Mother Mary. 
Thank you Jesus, for 
loving Patrick, 9-01-2007.  
Thank you, Jesus, for 
keeping him in your light. 
18-02-2007. Thank you, 
Jesus, for sending your 
angel to take him home. 
19-02-2007. Thank you, 
Lord, for keeping Patrick 
in heaven with you. 21-
02-2007.

Thank you, Mother Mary 
for your intercessions and 
answering all our prayers 
and sending Patrick home 
in peace. 19-02-2007. 

~ Wee-Lim family

           
We little knew that morning,

God was going to call your name,
In life we loved you dearly,

And in death we still do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you,

You did not go alone,
As part of us went with you.

We share wonderful memories,
Your love is still our guide;

And even though you are not with us,
You are always at our side

You will always live inside us,
Deep within our hearts.

Deeply missed and fondly remembered by                            
Husband - Ir. Louis Arulsamy,                                              
Children - Francine & Jude,                             

Fredrick & Nicole,                                  
Grandchildren - Sarah, Marie,                            

Isabelle & Angelica.

12th Anniversary                                                                            
In Loving Memory

Agnus John
5 Feb 1944 - 10 Feb 2008

          

In our hearts you will always stay,                                
Your Voice, Your Smile, Your Care, Your Love                  

Are forever imprinted in our minds
Always loved and forever missed papa.

In Loving Memory of

Dato’ Sri Mutiara
Thambiah Robert Duraisingam JP, PJK

It has been 11 years since we got 
to hold you, Yet memories of you 
surround us everyday. The pain 
of losing you suddenly as we did 
ripped us apart at our very core. 

Somedays, it feels like a 
nightmare, we are hoping to 
wake up from and to see you 

smiling back at us. You filled our 
lives with so much love and 

laughter. Having you as our son 
was a blessing that we will 

always hold dear to our hearts. 
We loved you dearly when you 
were alive and we love you as 

much in death. Rest in peace our 
loving son Eddie.

Always loved and remembered by                                                
Dad, Mom, Sister, Brother-in-law, Niece, Nephew                          

and all loved ones.

11th Anniversary                                                
Eddie Lourdes Benjamin
Departed: 13 February 2009

17th Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

3rd Anniversary                                                            
In Loving Memory of

Holding you tightly within 
our hearts, And there                   

you will forever remain. 
Remembering you in our 
prayers Pappa, you are 
missed beyond words.

Deeply missed and always 
cherished by: Children, 

Spouses & Grandchildren.

‘Your life was a blessing, 
Your memories a treasure, 

You are loved beyond words, 
And missed beyond 

measure.

Sadly missed by 
Daughter: Anne Gabriana 

Brother: Richard Stevenson & family 
Sister: Jackqueline Bubenhiem & family, 

relatives, ex-colleagues and friends.

Antony Peter Silva           
With the Almighty since: 

16th February 2003

Eric Chamberlain       
s/o Assirvatham

Departed on                    
15th February 2017

          

Though you left us 22 years ago                                  
Not a day passes without a loving thought                      

A silent prayer to keep you in his care.
Fondly remembered by                                             

Wife Madona and Daughter Claina.

22nd Anniversary                                      
In  Loving Memory of

MR. ANTONY SOOSAY                               
Departed: 17.2.1998

          

A Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, 15th 
Feb 2020 at 6:00pm at St Thomas Church, Kuantan.

“Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord,                                 
And let your perpetual Light shine upon her.               

May her soul rest in peace. Amen.”
Forever cherished, loved and missed by:-                    
Beloved Husband, Sons and Daughter and                                

a host of relatives and friends.

1st Year Memorial Prayers

Neysa Mechel
Gifted from GOD:             

13th April 1974
Returned to                     

the Lord:                     
17th Feb 2019

4th Year Anniversary         
In Ever Lasting 

Memory of Our Beloved

Missed Dearly by                         
Wife, Children, 

Grandchildren, siblings, 
in-laws, relatives               
and close friends.

PAUL DORAIRAJ
Born:                                        

8th December 1940               
Departed:                    

18th February 2016

The love of a mother is the veil of a glistening light between  
the heart and the heavenly  Father.                                                      

– Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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VATICAN: The hands of those who engage in 
human trafficking are stained with the blood of 
countless victims whose lives and dignity were 
sacrificed, Pope Francis said.

In a video message released by the Pope’s 
Worldwide Prayer Network, the Pope offered 
his prayer intention for the month of February, 
which is titled, Listen to the migrants’ cries.

Migrants and refugees, he said, often fall vic-
tim to trafficking caused by “corruption on the 
part of people willing to do anything for finan-
cial gain.”

The money obtained by human traffick-
ers “from their dirty, underhanded business is 
blood money. I’m not exaggerating: it’s blood 
money,” he said.

At the start of each month, the Pope’s World-
wide Prayer Network posts a short video — on 

www.thepopevideo.org — of the Pope offering 
his specific prayer intention.

The February theme and the Pope’s reflection 
on it coincided with the Feb 8 commemoration 
of the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Ac-
tion Against Human Trafficking. Reciting his 
intention, the Pope prayed “that the cries of our 
migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal 
human smuggling and human trafficking, may 
be heard and considered.”

The Pope Video was first launched in 2016 to 
encourage people to join an estimated 50 mil-
lion Catholics who already had a more formal 
relationship with the prayer network — better 
known by its former title, the Apostleship of 
Prayer.

The prayer network is more than 175 years 
old. — By Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

Pope Francis released a video message accompanying his prayer intention for February. (Vatican Media)

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

JAKARTA: After days of uncertainty, the 
Indonesian government has officially invit-
ed Pope Francis to visit the Southeast Asian 
country.

“Yesterday, January 28, 2020, I personally 
delivered a letter of invitation to Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin at the Vatican Secretariat of 
State,” said Indonesian Ambassador to the 
Holy See HE Antonius Agus Sriyono.

In the note, Indonesia expresses its wish 
to host the pontiff during his apostolic jour-
ney next September.

Rumours have been flying around the 
country about a possible papal visit, fuelled 
by some remarks made on January 20 by 
Yahya Cholil Staquf, secretary general of 
the Supreme Council of Nadhlatul Ulama 
(NU), the largest moderate Islamic organi-
sation in the country and the world.

Yahya met with Pope Francis at the Vati-
can on Jan 15, along with other religious 
leaders, to discuss the importance of social 
activism in dealing with interfaith conflict.

The high-ranking NU official spoke to In-
donesian media saying that the pontiff had 
told him that he planned to make an apos-
tolic visit to Indonesia, Papua New Guinea 
and East Timor (Timor Leste) in September.

Following Yahya’s statement, an unoffi-
cial letter of invitation began circulating on 

social media signed by Indonesian President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo.

Ambassador Sriyono had said that “dis-
cussions are underway but the matter is still 
confidential.”

After eagerly waiting for days, Indonesian 
Catholics obtained confirmation this morn-
ing. Although no official date has been set, 
they will be able to welcome Pope Francis in 
the near future.

The enthusiasm among men and women 
religious as well as the faithful has found an 
outlet on Sesawi.net, a Catholic news portal.

Reacting to the announcement, many 
want to know as soon as possible when the 
solemn Eucharistic celebration led by the 
pontiff and the leaders of the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of Indonesia (KWI) will 
take place.

“We strongly hope that everything will 
be well planned and run smoothly,” said Fr 
August Surianto Himawan, KWI human 
services director.

In the world’s most populous Muslim 
country, Catholics are a small minority. Ac-
cording to government statistics, they num-
ber around 7.5 million or just under three 
per cent of the population.

Still, the Indonesian Church is very active, 
thanks to its leaders and the great participa-

tion of its members in religious activities.
Pope Francis will be the third pope to visit 

Indonesia after Paul VI in 1970 and St John 
Paul II in 1989.

In Jakarta, the Polish Pope celebrated 
Mass with over 110,000 people in the Istora 
Senayan Stadium. He also led a service in an 
open airfield in Yogyakarta that belonged to 
the Indonesian Air Force Academy and an-
other on Flores Island, where most residents 
are Catholic.

Joy among local Catholics for a possible 

visit of Pope Francis follows the appoint-
ment of KWI president Archbishop Ignatius 
Suharyo Hardjoatmodjo of Jakarta as cardi-
nal five months ago.

Speaking about the pontiff’s appointment, 
the new cardinal explained that the Holy 
See had been monitoring and ‘evaluating’ 
the Indonesian Catholic Church for a long 
time, which “is seen as a good model for 
every Church in the world, for how to prac-
tise the Christian faith by promoting peace, 
tolerance and a spirit of compassion towards 
others.”

In June 2019, the pontiff called on Indone-
sia’s 37 prelates, who were in the Vatican for 
their ad limina apostolorum visit, to teach 
and promote the Document on Human Fra-
ternity for World Peace and Living Togeth-
er, which he signed in Abu Dhabi together 
with the Great Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad 
Muhammad Al-Tayyib, in February 2019.

Pope Francis told the cardinal that Indo-
nesia is the most representative place where 
human fraternity between different religious 
groups is put into practice; in particular, be-
tween moderate Muslims and Christians.

Following the Pope’s suggestion, the 
bishops focused on the Abu Dhabi Declara-
tion at their annual conference last Novem-
ber. — By Mathias Hariyadi, AsiaNews

Indonesia officially invites Pope 
Francis to visit the country

Universal: Listen to the Migrants’ Cries
We pray that the cries of our migrant                            

brothers and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking,                                    
may be heard and considered.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin receiving a letter of 
invitation from Indonesian Ambassador to the 
Holy See HE Antonius Agus Sriyono.

Pope: Money from human 
trafficking stained with blood


